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Cn AP-T 
An Exbortation. to an Holy LIE, with 
Motzves thereto. 
T is very fad to conſider, not only how few Nations 


there are in the World, which profeſs Chriſtianity, 
but alſo of thoſe who do profeſs it, how few there 


I 


are comparatively that live: according to their Profeſſion : 
Wherefore it well becomes all Chriſt's faithful Servants, 
eſpecially the Miniſters of his Goſpel, to uſe their utmoſt 
Endeavours by Life and Doctrine, by public and private. 
ö Exhortations, by Preaching and Writing, and by all the 


ö Ways they are expable of, to promote true Piety and Ho- 
« -lineſs among all forts of Men, whether High or Low, 
IF Richior Poor, without which no Man can be happy, ei- 


ther in this World, or that which is to come. And though. 
I well know that, Thanks be to God, we abound with 


1 Multitudes of excellent Books written to this End; yet 

are not ſuch ſhort Iuſtructions as theſe that follow to 
. be condemned as uſeleſs; ſince they will, it is likely, | 
| be more generally diſperſed, and that amongſt the very 2 
Or meaneſt of the People, and may more eaſily be read and. 1 
ſo remembered by ſuch as have neither Time to read large il 
5, Books, nor Money to buy them. With ſuch as theſe» 1 
es. L have Occafion often to meet, and for their ſakes chiefly 

it is that I publiſh this little Paper; being encouraged- 
A thereto by ſome pious Perſons, both of City and Country, 
ble who intend to give ſome of them away to poor People: 
eli- about them, and thought others might do the like. And 
ult may it pleaſe God to give a Bleſſing to ſueh a mean Un- 
d. dertaking as this, and ſucceed it to the Good of Soule, 


ſhall little regard the Cenſures of the Curious; remem-- 
A.2. 5 bering 
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bering the Saying I have. ſomewhere met with of a de- 
vout Writer, to this Purpoſe, That he was defirous kis 
Book ſhould be ſcattered abroad upon Pedlars Stalls, 

and thence come into the Hands of common People, for 
the Increaſe of Knowledge and Piety, rather than be 
— laid up and buried in the Libraries of the 


Whereſore, without any more Preface, I ſhall addreſs 
my lelf to you, for whoſe ſake I write theſe Lines, as a 
Per ſuaſive to a Holy and Religious Life. Now, in or- 
der thereto, let me beſeech you to look back upon your 
Lives pat, and call yourſelves to an Account, whether 
it has been your Care and Study to live in ſuch a godly 
Manner, as becomes thoſe who are baptiſed in the Name 
of Chriſt, and from him are called Chriſtians. Have you 
v ell conſidered what is the Meaning of this Name, and 
hat Engagements you he under to an holy Liſe, by tak- 
ing it upon you in Baptiſm? And do you keep. well in 
Mind your Baptiſmal Vew, wherein you renounced the 
Devil, the World and the Fleſh, and promiſed to be 
Chrilt's faithful Soldiers and Servants, and ſo continue 
all the Days of your Life? Have you ſo far underſtood 
and conſidered theſe Things, that you have made it your 
chief Buſineſs to walk accordingly ? Do you watch care- 
felly and fight manfully againſt your ſpiritual Enemies ? 
Do you live as thoſe that believe the Goſpel, ſincere! 
endeavouring in all Things to know the Will of God, 
and to do it? Since you take Chriſt's Name in your 
Mouth, are you careful to depart from all Iniquity ? In 
a word, Is this your greateſt Study and Deſign, to pleaſe 
and glorify God, and to work out your own Salvation ? 


erer 


E. 
_ 


If your Conſcience can truly witneſs for you that it is in- you 

deed ſo, and that if at any time you fall ſhort, or do. li 

amiſs, you are heartily grieved for it, and do daily la- mal 

Hour to amend and grow better: If it be thus with you, hee) 

I fay, then bleſs God for his Grace and Mercy, hold on may 
and proſper, and fear not but God will be with you ; he loat 

will own you as his Children, and for his Son Jeſus's ſake, ken 

will both pardon your Sins, and aſſiſt you by his Grace: ive 

He will guide yon by his Counſel, and at length receive n tl 

you into Glory. | | This 
| But ſuad 
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But pray deal faithfully with your own Souls, and tell 
me, has it not been quite otherways with you? Have you 
not contented 2 with the bare Name and Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, and in the mean time led an ill 
Courſe of Life, directly contrary to your Profeſſion ? 
Have you not lived in wilful Ignorance of your Duty, 
or in groſs Sins againſt your Knowledge ? Do not the 
Temptations of the Devil, the Allurements of the World 
and the Fleſh, many times prevail more with you, than 
the Commands of Almighty God, and the Voice of your 
own Conſcience? Are you not wont to _ God's 
Worſhip and Service, both in the Church and at Home? 
Yea, do you not profane his holy Name by ranges. 
and Curſing? Are you not often guilty of Lying an 
Slandering, of Cozening and Cheating, if not of down- 
right Stealing? Do you not in your Anger uſe —_— 
and revili-g Language? Or do you not live in Envy an 
Malice, ſeeking to be revenged of thoſe that have done 
you any Injury ? Do you not allow yourſelves in Drunk- 
enneſs and Whoredom, or ſome other known and wilful 
Sin? To be ſhort, is there not ſomething or other in this 
World that you love more than you do God himſelf, and 
his Son Jeſus? Are you not much more concerned for 
your Bodies, than for your precious Souls? And do you 
not more earneſtly ſeek for Food and Raiment, and the 


good Things of this Life, than after that eternal _— | 


dom of Glory, which God hath promiſed to his fait 
Servants in the World to come ? 


I this indeed be your Caſe, I beſecch you to make 


a Stand, and confider well what you have been doing ; 


What a ſad and dangerous Condition you have brought 
| * into, and what the End of it will be, if you 


Id on in ſuch evil Courſes. Humbly beg of God to 
make you duly ſenſible of your Sin and Danger, and to 
keep the Senſe thereof ſo cloſe to your Minds, that you 
may be brought not only to mourn for your Sins, but to 
loath and abhor them, and utterly to forſake the ſame ; 
kenceforth. refolving, by the Grace of God, wholly to 
ive up yourſelves to his Service, and to walk dedfally 
n thoſe holy good Ways which he has appointed you. 
This is that to which I do moſt earneſtly defire to per- 
fuade you, And that I may do my utmoſt to prevail with 
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you, I ſhall lay before you ſome very weighty Arguments, 
which I requeſt you to weigh ſeriouſly as you read them, 
and God grant they may have their due Effect upon the 
Heart of every Reader. Amen. | 1 
I. That you may be prevailed with to become God's 
faithful Servants, conſider, firſt, that this was the great 
End for which God made you, and keeps you alive, and gives 
you /o many Mercies of all Soxts, You can tell, I hope, 
that God made you, and that he made you to ſerve him, 
by living according to his Commandments, Theſe are 
ſome of the firſt Things which Children learn; and it 
were well, if when they are grown up to be Men and 
Women, they would habituate themſelves ſeriouſly to 
think of them, and praQtiſe accordingly. The wiſe 
God has made all Creatures for ſome good End or other, 
and has fitted them all for thoſe Ends and Purpoſes for 
which he made them. To Man therefore he has given 
the Uſe of Reaſon, chiefly* to fit him for Religion, and 
ſo render him capable of knowing, loving, and ferving 
his great Creator and Beneſactor: And it is Religion 
which makes the great Difference between a Man and a 
Beaſt : For brute Creatures have no Knowledge of God, 
no Regard to him, but are wholly led by their Senſes, 
and mind nothing but what is before them here in this 
World. But the pooreſt Man on Earth, who hath the 
Uſe of his Reaſon, is near akin to the very Angels them- 
ſelves ; his Nature is like theirs, and but a little below 
them, ſo that he may be much taken up in the ſame- 
holy Works that they are Employed in, even in loving, 
and praiſing, and adoring the great and good God. To-; 
this End he may ſludy 1 the Works and Word of 
God, which reveal him to us, and ſhould continually put 
us in Mind of him. And all the good Things we enjoy, 
ſhould {till make us ſenſible of the Goodneſs of God from. 
whom they come; and fill ous Hearts with Love and. 
Thankfulneſs, and our Mouths with Bleſſing and Praiſe. 
This is the moſt proper Uſe of our "put hy and this 
God moſt juſtly expects from us reaſonable Creatures; 
and even this the poor Man may render without any; 
Hindrance to his daily Labours ; and may {till keep 
ſuch an awful Senſe of God upon his Mind, as may 


1 reſtrain. him from wilfal Sin, a make him careful al-. 
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ways to pleaſe his Maker. And ſo our Reaſon 2 
to bridle and govern our Appetites, our Luſts and Paſ- 
ſions; that we ſhould not be led away into Gluttony and 
Drunkenneſs, into Wantonneſs and Uncleanneſs, nor 


into Rage and Fury, like brute Beaſts that have no Un- 


derſtanding; but ſhould live ſoberly and chaſtely, quietly 
and peaceably with all Men, doing them all the Good 
we can. For ſuch holy Purpoſes as theſe chiefly was 


our Reaſon beſtowed on us, and therefore in this Mane 


ner ought it to be employed. Certainly, ſinee God hath 
nde us of a Nature ſo much better than Birds and 
Beaſts, he expects from us other Works and Services 
than he does from them. They know nothing of God 
that made them, nor have they any Knowledge of ano- 
ther Life after this, but when they die, there is an End 
of them, But to us God hath given immortal Souls, of 
more Value than the whole World; and for this End 
hath he created us, that we might ſerve and honour him 


here in this Life, and ſo may live with him and enjoy 


him for ever-in the World to come. 

Now, if this be the End of our Creation, ought we 
not to live up to it? Do we not ſee. all other Things 
anſwer the End for which they were made? The Sun 
gives Light by Day, and the Moon by Night. The Earth 

rings forth Corn and-Graſs, and the Trees bear Fruit. 
The Horſe, the Cow, and the Sheep, with many other 
Creatures, afford us much Service and Benefit ; and ſhall 
Man alone be uſeleſs and unfruitful, to live to no 
Purpoſe ? While they are all fo ready to ſerve us, ſhall 
ave not chearfully ſerve him that made us for his own 
Service? Surely we cannot think that the wiſe God ſent 
us into the World only to eat and drink, to ſleep and 
play, or to work hard for a poor Livelihood. If this 
were all, we had better have been made brute Creatures, 
or never have been made at all. Much leſs can we think 


that the holy God made us on purpoſe to ſin againſt him, 


to diſhonour his Name, and provoke him to Anger. He 

did not give us Reaſon to make-us crafty and cunnin 

for the World, that we might know how to cozen ant 

cheat our Neighbours. He did mot give us Tongues to 

{wear and curſe with, or to talk fooliſhly and filthily ; let 

us not then uſe them to any ſuch ill Purpoſes. Since 
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God has given 
like Beaſts that periſh, wallowing in the Mire of baſe 
ſenſual Luſts Pleaſures. By this Means we become 
worſe than Brutes themſelves, for we debaſe our own Na- 
tures, we abuſe our Reaſon to our own Shame and Hurt, 
and to God's Diſpleafure. Thus we croſs the End of our 
Creation, and are more ſtupid and ungrateful than the 
very Ox or Aſs: For they know their Owner, and do 
good Service to thoſe that keep and feed them, Ja. i. 
2, 3. O let us not give God cauſe to complain of us 
as he there does of the Jui, that he nouriſhed and 
brought up Children, and they rebelled againſt him Think 
how grievous it is to you who have Children, after all 
your Care and Kindneſs, after all your Coſt and Labour, 
to have them prove ſtubborn and diſobedient, looſe and 
idle Prodigals. O fee then that ye be not ſuch towards 
your heavenly Father, who made you and preſerves you, 
and every Day renews his Mercies upon you. He keeps 
us alive, and makes our Lives comfortable. He gives 
and continues to us our Reaſon and Senſes, our Health 
and Strength, Food and Raiment, and all the good 
Things we enjoy. He ſupplies our Wants, and helps 
us in all our Diſtreſſes. He gives us Light by Day, and 
Reſt by Night. He enables us to follow our Callings, 
and gives a Blefling to our Labours, that we may pro- 
vide for ourſelves and Families. And does not this good 
God well deſerve all the Love and Service which we 
can oy render him? O how can we find in our 
Heafts wilfully to offend him, who thus delights in do- 
ing us Good ? Fooliſh and unthankful Wretches we are 
thus to requite the Lord for all his Loving-kindneſs. 
We would not deal fo with any Friend or Neighbour on 
Earth, that had been always kind and loving to us. 
Are not Servants bound to work for them who maintain 
them, and pay them Wages? And ought not Children 
to obey their Parents w t them, and brought 
them up? How much more then ought we to obey 
God our Father, who gave us Life at firſt, and ſtill 
it from one Day to another, when he could in a 
Moment eut us off in our Sins, and throw us into Hell! 
But in much Mercy he ſpares us, and gives us Space to 


| A 


repent, and fs very unwilling to deſtroy us, and * 
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us precious immortal Souls, let as not live 
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fore waits long to be gracious to us. O then let his Pa - 


tience and his Goodneſs at laſt have this happy Effect 
upon us, let it lead us to true Repentance, and ever 


hereaſter engage us“ to Diligence and Conſtancy in his 


Service, Ram. ii. 4. 2 Pet. iii. 9. , 
II. To which Purpoſe conſider again, that this was the - 
End for which God ſent his Son Jeſus into the World, even 
to ſeek and ſave. us loſt and miſerable Sinners, to bring 
us to Repentance and Newneſs of Life, that ſo we might 
be reſtored to the Love and Favour of God, which we 
had loſt by ſinning againſt him. Our firſt Parents Adams, 
and Ewe, were created in a holy and happy State, but 
they fell from it by ſinning againſt God, and fo came all 
Miſery into the World; and: then did our heavenly Fa- 
ther take Pity on us, and ſent his own Son out of his 
Boſom - to, be our $aviour and Redeemer, to reform us - 
from our Sins, and ſo to deliver us from Miſery. Firſt, 
He will make us holy, and then we ſhall be made happy: 
for as Man loſt his. Happineſs by. diſobeying God's Com- 
mand, ſo he. muft recover it by becoming obedient to 
his Will in all Things, To this End hath the Lord 
— fully revealed God's Will to us when we were in 
Ignorance and Darkneſs. He hath giyen us holy Pre- 
cepts for the Rule of our. Life, and made maſt rich and 
precious. Promiſes to perſuade us to our Duty, and de- 
2 dreadfal Threatnings to affright us from Wick - 
neſs. 8 2 | 
And when we had deſerved the Wrath of God for- 
our Sins, then did Jeſus Chriſt ſhed his moſt precious Blood 
to make Atonement for us, and to obtain our Pardon and 
Forgiveneſs, He died for our Offences, and roſe again 


for our Juſtification, Rom. iv. 25. And in this Goſpel - 


he hath given full Aſſurance of God's good Will to. 
Mankind, that he will be merciful to us, and pardon. 
us, if we truly repent of our Sins, and forſake them. 
Thus hath Chriſt opened a Door of Hope for us, to en- 
- ecurage us to returg to God: For if there had been no- 
Hopes of Mercy, we ſhould never have been drawn to 
Repentance, but even like the Devils themſelves, ſhould. 
have remained full of Hatred and Malice againſt Gd. 
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2 deſpairing of Relief from him. But whilſt the 
Death of Chriſt does ſo much engage, and encourage us 
to forſake our Sins, it gives not the leaſt Encourage- 
ment to our Continuance in them. Let us not think that 
Chriſt died for our Sins, that we might have. Liberty to 
live in them, and yet be ſaved at the laſt. No; but He 
came to ſave us from our Sins, not in them. He makes 
os bleſſed, by turning us from our Iniquities. He died 
to redeem us from a vain and evil Converſation, to purify 
our Hearts, and reform our Lives, and make us a pe- 
_ caliay People, zealous of good Works, Matt. i. 21. As 
Mi. 26. Tir. ii. 14. 1 Peter i. 18. | 
The Death of Chriſt for us vile Sinners, ſhews the 
infinite Love of God, in finding out this Way for our 
Salvation: But then it ſhews alſo what an evil Thing 
Sin is, and how hateſul to God, ſince he would not 
pardon us without the Sufferings of his on dear Son 
on our Account. And therefore, if the Conſideration of 
all this does not bring us to hate and abhor our Sins, 
and to love and ſerve our God and Saviour, we are 
hever like to have any Benefit by Chriſt's Death, All 
our Profeſſions of loving Him, and believing in Him, 
will ſtand us in no ſtead, without obeying Him. True 
faving Faith in Chriſt, is that which xvorks by Lowe, both 
to God and to our Neighbours. Chriſt accounts none 
to be bis Friends, but thoſe that keep his Command- 
ments, and to ſuch only will He t Pardon and Sal- 
vation, Gal. v. 6. Fobn xv. 13. Heb. v. 9: 1 Fobn iii. 8. 
Since then the ever bleſſed Jeſus, the Son of God, 
came down from Heaven, became a Man, and died a 
moſt painful Death upon the Croſs, that he might ſave 
us from Sin and Miſery ; ſhall we not accept of him as 
our Lord and Saviour, who came to deliver us from the 
Power of the Devil and our own Luſts, to make us the 
Children of God, and Heirs of Glory, which is a thou- 
fond Times greater Deliverance than that of the Maelites 
fom' the Egyptian Bondage? Will you not be moved 
by all that Chriſt hath done and ſuffered for you? Shall 
not his Love conſtrain you to love Him, and to hate all 
Sin, which was the-Cauſe of his Suffering? Will you tread 


under 
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under Foot his moſt precious Blood, and even crucify 
Him afreſh, and again put Him to open Shame ? Thus 
in ſome ſort do wicked Men uſe their Saviour, whiltt 
they go on in their Sins, which are ſo diſpleaſing to Him, 
They that lie and cozen for a little Gain, what do they 
do but, like Judas, fell Chriſt for Money? They that 
live in Hatred and Malice, and do Miſchief to their 
Neighbours, do in effect run the Spear into Chriſt's Side, 
and drive -Nails into his Hands and Feet, And they 
that give themſelves to Riot and Drunkenneſs, do even 
mingle Gall and Vinegar for him to drink. They do 
all that in them lies, by their finfu! Pleaſures, to put 
Him again into Agonies and Pains. But on the other 
Hand, it is a Delight to cur Saviour to ſee us humbled 
for our Sins, and reſolved to forſake them. He will 
readily and effectually intercede for us with our heavenly 
Father, who is moſt willing to receive returning Prodi, 
gals, There is Joy in Heaven when Sinners on Earth 


. repent. Even this our Return to God by true Repen- 


tance, is the beſt Recompence we can make to our bleſſed 
Saviour for all his Pains and Sufferings. When the Plea- 
fure of the Lord proſpers in bis Hand by the Converſion 
of Sinners, He then ſees the Travel of bis Soul, and is 
fatisfied, Iſaiah Ixiii. 10, 11. And ſhall we not afford 
this Satisfaction to our Redeemer, who hath undergone 
ſo much for our Sakes, and ſtill out of his tender Love 
to our Souls, follows us with ſuch earneſt Invitations to 
come to him for Life and Happineſs ? Could we deny 
him this moſt reaſonable Requeſt, if we faw him now 
in Perſon ſtanding before us, beſeeching us to return and 
d; And this He now does by his Spirit and by his 
inĩſtry. 

III. Therefore conſider that his alſo was the End for 
ewhich the Holy Ghoſt was given, and all the Means of 
Grace afforded, even to ſanctify our Hearts, and make us 
an holy and obedient People. God knows the Weakneſs 
and Corruption of our Natares, and therefore in great 
Mercy He affords the Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, to 
enlighten our Minds, and purify our Hearts; to renew 
and change our Natures, and guide us in the Ways of 
Holineſs here, that fo we may be fitted for eternal m 

| | Pin 
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pineſs with the moſt Holy God in the Life to come, 

John iii. 3, 5. Rom. viii. 7 And for this End were 
* 


the Holy Scriptures written by Men aſſiſted and inſpired 
by the Holy Ghoſt, to be a Light to our Feet, and a 


Lanthorn to our Path, to direct us in the plain Way to 


everlaſting Life, 2 Tim. iii. 15, 16, 17. And the Holy 


Sacraments were appointed for the Increaſe of Grace to 


all that make a right Uſe of them. And our bleſſed 
Saviour did at firſt ſend abroad his Apoſtles to preach the 
Goſpel to all the World, and hath ever ſince continued 


a Succeſſion of Miniſters in his Church, , whoſe ſtanding 


Office is to adminiſter the -Word and Sacraments, to 
watch over the Souls of his People, to inſtruct and ad- 
moniſh them both in public. and private, and to uſe 
their utmoſt Diligence to bring, them to the Knowledge 
and Love of God, and of his Son Jeſus. And God is 
ever ready to accompany their Endeavours with his Bleſ- 
ſing. Do you not often find his good Spirit putting gocd 
Thoughts and Motions into your Mind, inclining you to 
that which is holy and good, checking and reſtraining 
you, when you are-running into Evil ? -But on the other 
Hand, it is the evil Spirit, even the Devil himſelf, that 
tempts you to Sin, and would hinder you from your Duty. 
It is the Devil that tempts Men to Pride and Malice, and 
to all manner of Wickedneſs. For he being a proud, 
malicious and moſt wicked Spirit, would have Mien to be 
like himſelf, that ſo they may be for ever miſerable with 
him. Will you not then reſiſt the Devil, the great 
Enemy of your Sdul, and be led and guided by God's 
| Spirit, and follow his Motions, and the Directions 
of his Word, which.lead to Happineſs ? O do not grieve 
this bleſſed Spirit, who alone can giye you true Comfort, 
do not reſiſt and quench his Motions, nor provoke Him to 
depart from you, and leave you-to your own Luſts, and 
to the Power of Satan, who ſeeks your Ruin! | 

Moreover, as the Devil has his Inſtruments to draw 
Men to Wickedneſs, one ill Man tempting another; ſo 


_ Miniſters are. ſent from God to draw you to Righteouſ- 


neſs and Holineſs. They are Ambaſſadors and Meſſen- 
gers of Chriſt, and do in his Name beſeech you to be 
reconciled to God, who is molt willing to be reconciled 
to 
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to you, if you will but caſt away thoſe wicked Works, 
which provoke Him to Anger, 2 Cor. v. 20, O how will 
it rejoice the Hearts of your Miniſters, that truly love your 
Souls, to ſee the Succeſs of their Labours ; to have you 
come to them enquiring what you muſt do to be ſaved ; 
declaring your Repentance for your former evil Courſes, 
and your Reſolution henceforth to become new Creatures ? 


- Certainly we exhort you to nothing but what is highly rea- 


ſonable, and for your own Benefit, whilſt we perſwade 
you to return to the Favour of God. Why then will ye 
not hearken to us? If a Meſſage of Mercy ſhould be ſent 
you from the King, when you are in danger of Death for 
Rebellion, would you not moſt gladly and thankfully re- 
ceive it ? And will you not be as thankſul and obedient 
to the King of Kings ; and as wiſe to ſave your Souls, as 
to preſerve your Bodies ?. 

And beſides his Word and Miniſters, God alſo pleads 
with you by his Providence to bring you to Repentance. 
Sometimes he ſends Afflictions to correct you for your 
Faults, to ſhew you the Evil of Sin, and draw you home 
to himſelf ; and at other Times he ſends many Mercies, 
as I have told you, to ſoften your Hearts, to engage and 
allure you to his Service ; and ſuch good Uſe we ought 
to make of all God's Dealings with us. 

IV. Conſider further «vhat Engagements you lie under 
to an holy Life, by your own Profeſſion, Promiſes and Vows. 


_ You profeſs and call yourſelves Chriſtians, the Diſciples 


and Followers of Chriſt : Ought you not then to follow 
his Example, and obey his Commands, if you will 
make good that Name? You will think it a great Diſ- 
grace not to be taken for Chriſtians, but for Turks or 
Jews : Beware then leſt you bring this Diſgrace upon 
yourſelves» by an unchriſtian 'Temper of Mind, and an 
ill Courſe of Life. If you are falſe or cruel, covetous 
or luſtful, like a Turk or a Few, it matters little what you 
call yourſelves, He is not a Chriſtian that is one qut- 
wardly, but he that has the ſame Mind and Spirit that 
was in Chriſt Jeſus. God will not atthe laſt Day judge of 


Men by their Names and Titles, but by their Hearts and 


Lives ; only it will go much worſe with a Man that calls 
| C himſelf 
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: 8 1 and yet lives like Heathen or In- | 
el. | 
And pray conſider how by your Baptiſm you are ſo- 
lemnly liſted under Chrift's Banner, to fight againſt the 
Devil, the World and the Fleſh ; and by the keeping 
this Vow- you ſhew yourſelves to be Chriſtians indeed: 
But if you ave led away by the Temptations of Satan, 
and do his Works, and are enſnared by the Vanities of 
the World, the Luſts and Pleaſures of the Fleſh, you do 
in Effect renounce your Baptiſm. -— : 
1 Beſides this, Have you not renewed the ſame Vow at 
{| . the holy Communion, there openly proſeſſing your Be- 
t hef in Chriſt crucified, and promiſing Obedience to 
Him? If you have not received this holy Sacrament, 
though you have been long at Years of Diſcretion, you 
then ſhew yourſelves by this Neglect, to be no obedient 
Diſciples of Chriſt, ſince you do not obey his plain 
Command, To do this in Remembrance of Him, Luke xxii. 
v9. And indeed I fear that many careleſs People will 
not come to the Communion, becauſe they think it will 
bind them to lead ſuch a ftrit and holy Life as they 
have no mind to. But do they not caſt off Jeſus Chriit 
from being their Maſter, who look upon his Commands 
as too ſtrict and ſevere, and will not promiſe to obey 
him? Yea, do they not thereby even difown their 
Baptiſm, by which they were bound to this - Obedi- 
ence ? 80 that the ſame Reaſon which keeps them from 
- the Communion, it is likely, would keep them from 
being baptized, if it were yet to be done, And what 
Sort of Chriſtians are they that would reject Chriſ- 
& Baptiſm, becauſe it engages them to lead an holy 
ife ? 
If you are not guilty of this Neglect, but do ſometimes 
come to the Lord's Supper, to keep up the Remem- 
brance of his Death and Sufferings, then pray conſider, 
that by receiving his holy Sacrament, you do ſolemnly 
renew your Vows to be Chriſt's faithful Servants and 
Diſciples, and to walk in fincere Obedience to all his 
| + Holy Laws, as you hope for Salvation by his Death. 
Wherefore may I not well beſeech you to uſe all due 
Care to live according to this your Promiſe and Engage- 
ment ? 
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ment? What a Shame is it for a Man to be falſe to his 
Word, much more to his Oath ? O do not then break 
that Oath which you have made to God himſelf, by 
taking his holy Sacraments ; and call to mind if yon 
have not ſometimes on a Sick-bed; or in ſome great 
Danger, made the ſame Promiſe and Vow ; and has net 
God ſpared you to ſee how you would perform the ſame? 
Take heed then of abuſing his Mercy, and breaking 
your Promiſe. 

Moreover, I might ſhew how your profeſling to be 
lieve the Creed engages you to live well, according to 
the holy Faith -you profeſs, which is a Docirine according 
to Godlingſs, | 

But laſtly, the very Prayers you put up to God, la 

the ſame Engagement on you, even to ſerve and ple 
this God whom you worſhip. To inſtance briefly in 
the Lord's Prayer : Whilſt we call God Our Father, &c. 
ought we not to love and honour Him, to obey Him, 
ſubmit to Him, as our heavenly Father? Whilſt 
we pray that his Name may be hallowed, his Kingdom 
come, and his Will done in Earth as it is in Heaven ; ought 
we not ourſelves to honour his Name, and advance his 


| —_— by ebeying his Laws, and by doing his Will 
con 


tly and chearfully, as the Angels do in Heaven, 
to the utmoſt of our Power ? Praying for daily Bread, 
teaches our Dependence upon God, and Cages us to 
{ſerve him by whom we are maintained. When we 
pray to God to forgive our Treſpaſſes as we forgive 
others, this ſtrictly binds us to forgive thoſe that of- 
fend us, as ever we hope for Mercy from God, And + 
When we pray not to be led into Temptation, but dele- 


 wered from Evil ; this ſhould reftrain us from running 


into Temptation, and make us careful to avoid all Sin, 
and the Occaſions of .it. To the ſame Purpoſe I might 
alſo mention the Prayers of the Church, to which 1 
hope you come frequently. 'Therein you begin with 
the Confeſſion of your Sins, and ought you not to for- 
ſake as well as to confeſs them? And in the End of 
the Confeſlion, you pray God, for Chrifi”s ſake, to grant 
that you may lead godly, righteous and ſober Liu. 
And almoſt in every ** you will find ſomewhat 

2 to 
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| to this Effect. Now I hope you are in good Earneſt in 
| theſe your Prayers, elſe you mock God and affront him, 
ll inſtead: of worſhipping him and pleaſing: him. But if 
| you do heartily defire theſe Things which you pray for, 
| then you will do your Part for the Attainment of them, 
and will4iligently endeavour to live in ſo holy and good 
| a manner, as you pray that you may do. And if you 
| thus add Diligence to your Prayers, God's Grace wil 
' never be wanting for your Aſſiſtance, | 
V. Conſider alſo how juſt and equal all God's Com- 
- mandments are, ſuch as our own Reaſon cannot but ap- 
prove of, being moſt agreeable to us as reaſonable Crea- 
tures, To inſtance in the Chief of them ; Is it nat moſt 
juſt and fit that we ſhould love God above all, who is the 


beſt and moſt perfect of all Beings, and from whom. we 4 
receive all good Things? — 2 we not to pray to him, 5 
who alone can hear and help us, and to give Thanks 


and Praiſes to him who is the Father of Mercies ? Is it 
not moſt reaſonable that Children ſhould obey their Pa- 
rents, and Subjects their Rulers ? And that all Men ſhould 
live in Peace and Love one with another, and ſpeak truly, 
and deal honeſtly, as they would be dealt with? Is it 
not moſt fit and decent for a Man to eat and drink mo- 
derately, ſo as makes moſt- for his Health ? To be mo- 
deſt and chaſte in all his Converſation Will not every 
Man's own Reaſon acknowledge the Equity and Fitneſs 
1 of theſe and the like Precepts? And for ſome that do 
i ſeem more ſevere, there may be given very good Rea- 
| 1 ſons for them alſo: So that plainly all God's Commands 
| are the wiſe and wholeſome Counſels of a moſt tender 
| Father, who forbids his Children nothing but what is 
| hurtful, and requires nothing of them but what makes for 
their own Good; even to deal juſtly, to loue Mercy, and to 
| evalk humbly with their God, Mic. vi. 8. Chrifs Yoke is y 
i eaſy, and bis. Burden light, Matt. xi. 30. God's Service 
| is perfect Freedom, as we daily, ſlile it in our Prayers; 
N and his Commandments are not grievous, 1 John v. 3, Shall 
N we not then be ſo dutiful to our heavenly Father, yea, ſo 
wiſe for our own Good, as to obey theſe moſt . 
b and gracious Laws which he hath given us? $0 juſt and 
| equal they are, that we cannot break them without offer- 


ing 
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ing a kind of Violence to ourſelves, and going eontrary 
to the Reaſon of our Mind: They are Light to the Eyes,. 
and Joy to the Heart, ſweeter to a good Man than Honey or 
the Honeycomb, as the Pſalmiſt often ſpeaks. As ſuitable 
are God's Commands to our Nature, and as uſeful and 
healthful to our Souls, as the moſt wholeſome Food to 
our Bodies, And for a Man to direct his whole Carriage 
and Behaviour according to the Laws of God, is as much 
his Wiſdom, as it is to go clothed in decent Apparel, 
and to eat and drink what is good for his Nouriſhment, 
But, on the other Hand, for one to run naked about the 
Streets, to fill his Mouth with Mire and Dirt, and to cut 
and mangle his own Fleſh, is not a greater Sign of Folly 
and Madneſs, than for a Man to live according to his own 
Luſts, rather than after the Laws of God, which are fo 
agreeable to our Reaſon, and do fo plainly conduce to our 
own 4rueſt Intereſt and Advantage, both in this Life and 
that to come ; as will appear by what follows. 

VI. Conſider therefore in the next Place, that it is a moſt 
certain Truth, That the leading an holy and good Life, is 
in all Reſpects very greatly for a Man's own Benefit and 
Comfort, even in this preſent Warld : Godlingſi is profitable 
for all Things, It makes for the Quiet of our Minds, 
the Health of our Bodies, the Increaſe of our Eſtates, 
and procures us much Credit and Eſteem, much Love 
and Good-will, among our Neighbours. - Yea, it com- 
monly brings along with it all manner of Bleſſings, makes 
the Enjoyment of them more ſweet and pleaſant, keep 
off a great deal of Trouble, which wicked Men bring 

upon themſelves, and affords much Support and Eaſe un- | 
der thoſe Afflictions which the Providence of God may 
lay upon us. Inſomuch that no Man, of what Rank or 
Condition ſoever he be, can live a truly comfortable Life, 
except he lead an holy and good Life. All this is fre- 
8 taught in Scripture, and may eaſily be manifeſted' 
by clear Reaſon. - Or if that be not ſufficient, it is alſo 
mol plainly to be diſcerned by daily Experience, that they 
who truly fear God, have much more Peace and Comfort 
in this World, than witked and looſe Livers, who make 
no Conſcience of their Ways. = 
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If I ſhould make the Comparifon only betwixt a ſober 
Man and a Drunkard, which do you think has the better 
of it in this Life? How often do the great Drinkers 
not only waſte their Eftates, but deſtroy their Health, 
weaken their Brains, and ſhorten their Lives ? How 
often do they fall into Quarrels, get Wounds and Bruiſes, 
and ſometimes Death itſelf, either by Fighting, or by one 
fad Accident or other? Sometimes the very Children 
in the Street run after them, ſhouting and making Sport 
with them ; and if you follow them to their own Homes, 
what Diſturbance and Miſchief do they make there? 
What Swearing and Curfing, what Brawling and Scold- 
ing, what Quarreling and Fighting is there ; what Out- 
cties and Lamentations do Wife and Children make, 
who now perhaps are glad to get away for Fear of their 
Lives, as before they ſat ſtarving for Want of that Money 
which theſe ill Huſbands waſte in the Alehouſe? (A 
Sin and a Shame it is to thoſe that entertain them) 
And after they have lived a while at this wild and wick- 
ed Rate, the next News commonly is, that either for 
Debt or Diſorder, they are laid up in Priſon, and ſome- 
times by thoſe very People in whoſe Houſes they drank 
away all they got. And now they are forced to live 
- ,upon Bread and Water, and linger out a miſerable hun- 
ry Life in a cold ſtinking Dungeon, till either the Cha- 
rity of Friends, or Death itſelf, releaſes them thence. 
And by the Way, is this ſuch a pleaſant Life, that it is 
worth bein g damned for in Hell Torments to all Eternity ? 
Of which afterwards. , 
Thus alſo might I tell of the ſad Effects of Whore- 
dom, which is commonly followed with Poverty and Diſ- 
grace, and many times with a filthy loathſome Diſeaſe, 
Which makes Men rot above Ground, And thus angry, 
roud, malicious and revengeful People, are a continual 
* to themſelves, and to all about them, and ſel- 


dom have any Peace or Quiet, either with their Neigh- 


bours, or in their own Families. The like may be ſhewn 
of all other Vices, which are ſtill wont to bring their 
own Puniſhment along with them ; to ſay nothing of 
what is, or ought to be inflicted by the Magiſtrate ; eſpe- 
gially upon ſome wicked People, ſuch as Thieves and 

| Murderers, 
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Marderers, Traitors and Rebels, who ſeldom * the 
Hands of public Juſtice. But who will hurt Men, if 
they be Followers of that which is Good ? Or what Hurt 
does a Man bring upon himſelf by living ſoberly and 
chaſtely, by fearing God and honouring- the King ?— 
What Miſchief does a Man get by minding his own Bu- 
fineſs, and living quietly and peaceably among his Neigh- 
bours ? Nay, how happily may we ſee even ſome of the 
meaneſt Sort of People live, that are diligent in their 
Callings, and ſober and temperate, and careful to pleaſe 
God, and keep a good Conſcience in all their Ways } 
Very ſeldom it is that they are pinched with much Want : 
or if they ſhould fall into a low Condition, yet all good 
People that know them are ready to pity and relieve 
them ; and will often truſt them with Money or Goods 
till they are able to pay. And every Body is willing to 
employ an honeſt and induſtrious Man, ſo that he ſhall 
ſeldom want Work or Trading. But idle riotous Peo- 
ple, that follow Whoring and Drinking, Gaming and 
Cheating, and Stealing, that negle& God's Service, and 
profane the Lord's Day, being often in the Alehouſe 
when they ſhould be at Church ; theſe are the People, 
if you obſerve it, that do commonly fall into the baſeſt 
Beggary and Mifery ; and Men do but little pity them, 
becauſe they brought it all on themſelves. O how hap- 
Py might all ſorts of People be, in a very great meaſure, 
even at preſent, if they would but become truly religious 
and good ? It is their own Sin and Folly, their Luſts 
and Paſſions, that occaſion moſt of thoſe Troubles and 
Miſeries which they meet with; though I know they 
uſed to cry out of their hard Fortune, and to lay the 
Blame upon others, and ſometimes to murmur againſt 
God himſelf. But they conſider not how they provoke. 
God to Anger daily by their heinous Sins, and therefore 
may juſtly feel his heavy Judgments for the ſame ; be- 


- fides all the Miſchiefs which naturally follow upon Wick- 


edneſs, and. this makes their Condition to be ſad indeed ; 


that they are always liable to the Wrath of God, and 


may juſtly expect his Vengeance to fall upon them, and, 
to {trip them of all their Comforts, and throw them into 


C4 But - 
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But on the contrary, here, above all, lies the 
Man's Security and Comfort, that he enjoys the Bleſ- 
ſings and Favours of Almighty God, and therefore is 
ſure to want 8 that is truly good ſor him. So it 
is promiſed, Pſalm Ixxxiv. 11, 12. Matt. vi. 33. They 
that firft ſeek the Kingdom of God, and the Righteouſneſs of 
at, ſhall haue all that is needful gdded to them. So that a 
poor Man can have no ſurer Courſe to provide for him- 
ſelf and Family, than to become truly religious; for tho! 
he may not have great Things in the World, yet he 
ſhall have Food convenient. And then, which is better 
than all, he ſhall have God's Bleſſing with what he en- 
joys, and this will afford him more true Content and 
Comfort in that little he has, than a wicked Man can 
Fnd in all his great Treaſure. Godline/s with Contentment 
is the greateſ Gain, Pſal. xxxvii. 16. 1 Tim. vi. 6, A 
poor Man that has only Jacob's Wiſhs Food to eat, and 
©* Raiment to put on, if alſo he has Jacob's Piety, and 
takes the Lord for his God, and lives in his Fear and 
Service, and enjoys the Senſe of his Favour, how bleſ- 
| ſed is the State of this Man ? How chearfully may he 
| live at all Times, notwithſtanding his Poverty ? What 
though his Dwelling be mean, his Fare ſomewhat 
hard and coarſe, and his Cloathing very plain; yet 
| whilſt he loves God ſincerely, and worſhips him duly 
| and devoutly, he may even turn his Cottage into a Pa- 
lace, yea, a Temple ; and the bleſſed God will viſit him 
. with his Preſence, will accept of his Services, and refreſh 
him with the Light of his Countenance. And upon this 
Knowledge and Enjoyment of God it is that the true 
Comfort of a Man's Life depends, Whatever his out- 
ward Condition be, it is this alone which gives inward 
Peace and Satisfaction to his Mind, and ſweetens all 
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his Mercies ; and above all Things bears up his Heart ir 
under thoſe Afflictions he meets with. For the beſt of tl 
Men muſt expect their Share of outward Troubles in this il 
World, ſuch as Sickneſs and Pain, Loſs of Friends tl 
and Eſtate, with the like; theſe are the Calamities com- tl 
mon to all. But here the good Man has clearly the t] 
Advantage, fince he looks upon all that befals him as S 
coming from the Hand of a moſt wiſe and gracious God, O1 


who 
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who knows what is beſt for him, and to whoſe Will he 
freely reſigns himſelf and all his Affairs; ſaying with his 
bleſſed Maſter; Not my Will, O God, but” thine be done. 
Yea, he receives Affliction as ſent in Kindneſs to cor- 
rect him for his Faults, to exerciſe and increaſe his 
Graces, and fo to prepare him for Glory, - And here is 


the great Benefit of Religion, that it teaches a Man 


whither to go for Relief and Comfort in his Straits and 
Difficulties, even to his great and good God, who is 
moſt able and ready to help his People in all Times of 
Trouble. This, we ſtill read in Scripture, was the 


+ Courſe of Holy Men : And they found it was not in vain. 


And to this Day will God's faithful Servants find the 
uo Effects of thus devoutly applying themſelves to God 
y Prayer, For his Eyes are ever upon the Righteous, and 
his Ears are open to their Cry. He takes Pity on them, 
comforts and ſupports them. He will lay no more upon 
them than He enables them to bear ; and in his good 
Time He ſupplies their Wants, and delivers them from 
their Afflictions. Yea, He turns them into Bleſſings, 
and makes all work together for their Good, as He has 
2 to them that /ove Him, Rom. viii. 28. O what 
appineſs it is to be acquainted with God, to have a 
due-Senſe of his Providence, ſo as to rely on it and ap- 
prove it ! a | . 
But how ſad is the Condition of a wicked Man, who 
has no ſuch Knowledge of God, no Love to Him, nor 
any Expectations of Help and Relief from Him? Even 
in his greateſt Proſperity he is a very miſerable Man, 
whilſt he lives withoat God in this World : But he feels 
himſelf to be ſo indeed, when he falls into any great 
Calamity, and knows not which Way to turn himſelf for 
Help and Comfort. For as Wickedneſs till brings Men 
into Miſery (as I have, before ſhewn) ſo there it leaves 
them in the moſt wretched forlorn Condition. And the 
ill Temper of their Mind, adds Weight and Load to 
their Calamities, and grievouſly encreaſes the Smart of 
them. The Senſe of their own Guilt ſometimes torments 
their Conſciences, and fills them with Fear and Horror: 
Sometimes they rage and fret againſt thoſe that bring 
on their Sufferings, and ſometimes they even * 
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God himſelf, and murmur _ his Providence. Whilſt 
Ee 


the Man, with Job, bleſſes God in all Afflictions; 
theſe are ready to follow the Counſel of his Wife, even 


to curſe God and die. For being full of Anguiſh, and 


Deſpair, they are at their Wit's End, and weary of their 
Lives, as we read of Cain and Judas, and ſuch like, both 
in Scripture and other Hiſtory. For my Part, I do ve- 
rily think, that next to the Devils and thoſe in Hell, there 
are no Creatures in the World more miſerable than wick- 
- ed and ungodly People; and whilſt we ſee what the 
common Fruit of Sin is here on Earth, we may eaſily 
be convinced that it leads to Hell and Damnation here- 
after. And all this do Men madly and wilfully run into. 
by their own evil Doings ; even as a Man that thruſts his 
Hand into the Fire, is like to feel Pain and Smart. By 
' forſaking God they forſake their own Mercies.; and finning 
againſt him they *vrong their own. Souls ; yea, their Bo- 
dies too, and all their Concerns. Thus you fee that an 
holy Life is moſt profitable for us, even in this preſent 
World, preventing much Evil, and bringing all manner 
of G along with it. Or if a Man ſhould fall into 
ſuch hard Times as to ſuffer merely for Religion and a 
good Conſcience, he ſhall then commonly find ſuch won- 
derful Comfort and Satisfaction of Mind, that he will 
triumph and rejoice in the midſt of his Sufferings ; as we 
know the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians did, and that 
eſpecially in hope of the glorious Reward laid up for 
ood Men in Heaven. But that brings me to the next 
Conſideration I ſhall mention ; 
Laſtly, namely, That an holy Life, through the rich 
- Mercy of God, will render us perfectly and eternally blefjed 
in the World to come; whereas 'a wicked Courſe of Life 
leads to eternal Miſery and Torment, According as we 
live in this World, ſo muſt we fare in the next; for this 
Life is a State of Trial in order to Eternity. Even at 
Death a good Man has Ground of much Comfort, having 
the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience and the Senſe of 
God's Love, ſo that, with St. Srephen, he may commit his 


Soul into the Hands of the Lord Jeſus, who is ready to 


receive him. But how ſad is it with a wicked Man, when 


beſides all the Pains of the Body, his Mind is tormented 
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with the Remembrance of his Sins, and with the Fear of 

God's Wrath ? But the great Difference will be made at 

the Day of Judgment, when. he Sheep ball be ſet at 
Chri/t's right Hand, and the Goats on the left ; as you have 

it deſcribed Matt. xxv. 31, Sc. To thoſe on the right 

Hand, that is, the Pious and Good, will be pronounced 

that joyful Sentence, Come, ye blefſed of my Father, in- 

herit the Kingdom prepared for you from the Foundation of 
be World, And then ſhall they enter into that moſt glo- 
rious Kingdom, where neither Sin nor Sorrow ſhall ever 
diſturb them more, where they ſhall never feel nor fear 
any manner of Evil or Pain, either of Soul or Body ; but 
ſhall be admitted into the immediate Preſence of God, 
where there is all Fulneſs of Joy for evermore. They 
ſhall have ſuch a clear Knowledge of the ever-bleſſed 
God, and ſuch a lively Senſe of his infinite Perfections, as 
will fill them with Admiration, Love and Praiſe; and they 
ſhall feel the Love of God and their Saviour ſo fully 
ſhed abroad upon them, as ſhall raiſe their Hearts to the 
very utmoſt Heights of Joy and Thankfulneſs, and their 
Mouths ſhall be filled with Hallelvjahs and Songs of 
Praiſe. And in this moſt delightful Employment ſhall 
they join with all the bleſſed Company of Heaven for 
ever and ever: That is the Perfection of all, that the 
Joys of Heaven ſhall never have an End. It.is both a 
molt exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory that is promiſed, 
2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. For ever ſhall we remain with the 
Lord, 1 Theff. iv. 17. The eternal God will be the Portion 
of his People, and their Joys in him ſhall never be leſ- 
ſened or abated through all Eternity. They ſhall be 
always bleſſing and praifing Him, always ſatisfied and 
raviſhed with the Beholding of his Glories, and the En- 
joyment of his Love; always delighted with the moſt 
pleaſant and agreeable Society of Angels and Saints; and 
never more ſhall dear Friends and Companions be ſepa- 
rated from each other; when once they are met in Hea- 
ven, Death hath no more Power over them. They are 
become in ſome meaſure even like to Chriſt himſelf, and 
there ſhall ſee Him as He is, in all his Glory, Phil. iii, 
21. 1 Fohnilti. 2. . 
But what it is to be thus made like to Chriſt, to ſee 
God and enjoy Him, we are not able fully to expreſs or 
2 CONCELVE: 
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coneeive whilſt we are here in the Body. To compare 
the Glories of Heaven to all the Riches and Honours of 
Courts and Palaces here below, were greatly to leſſen and 
diſparage them. So great are thofe heavenly Glories and 
Joys, that they can never be clearly known till they are 
enjoyed; as a blind Man can never tell what Light is, 
till his Eyes are opened to diſcern it. It is enough for 
us that we have full Aſſurance from the Promiſes of the 
Goſpel, that ſuch a State of unſpeakable Happineſs is 
provided for good Men in the Life to come. And as 
the Lord Jeſus is gone before to prepare it for them, ſo 
now by his Holy Spirit he prepares them for that bleſſed 
Place, by working in them that Grace which fits them 
for Glory, and is the firſt Fruit and Beginning of it in 
their Souls. True Holineſs is the moſt certain Pledge of 
eternal Happineſs, and makes us meet for it, Eph. 1. 13, 
14. Col. i. 12. | 
Since then ſuch a Glory there is, ſo infinitely great, 
ſo ſure and certain, ſhall we not all be perſwaded to ſeek 
after it, by walking in thoſe holy Ways that lead thereto ? 
Surely we ſhall, if we have any Belief of God's Word, 
any Regard to our own Intereſt, Muſt our Souls live 
for ever in another World, and ſhall we not uſe our ut- 
moſt Care and Diligence to make them happy for ever 
there ? Are they not our own Souls, and do they not then 
deſerve our Love and Care? F we be Wiſe and Good, is 
it not for ourſelves, for our own Happineſs ? And is there 
any other Way to make ourſelves happy, but by gaining 
the Love of God and eternal Life? Do we not ſee that 
all worldly Comforts are ſhort and uncertain ? They 
. wither in our Hands, and periſh in the ufing. Our 
Neighbours and Acquaintance are daily dying round 
about us ; many of our deafeſt Friends and Relations are 
already gone before us; and we ourſelves are ſwiftly fol- 
lowing after. We are juſt upon the Borders of Eternity, 
liable to a thouſand Diſeaſes and Miſchances that may 
ſoon ſtop our Breath, and then we are gone, Since 
then we cannot make ſure of this Life, and the Enjoy- 
ments of it, O let us ſeek to make ſure of eternal Glory; 
which even the pooreſt Man on Earth may-do by God's 
Aſſiſtance, if he will become ſincerely pious and good, 
for God is no ReſpeQter gf Perſons. Chriſt died for poor 
| k | a 
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Men as well as rich; and they that have no Inheritance 
on Earth, may be Heirs of the heavenly Kingdom, if 


they be rich in Faith and Love to God, James ii. 5. 


And methinks they that have ſo much Trouble and Sor- 
row in this Life, ſhould be moved to ſeek after Riches 
and Glory in the Life to come. There the pooreſt 
Lazarus ſhall have a thouſand times more Pleaſure and 
Joy, than any proud rich Gluttons, or Epicures, have 
now in their delicious Fare and gorgeous Apparel, Nay, 
the very Hopes of this Glory may fill the good Man's 
Mind with ſo much Joy, that he will often forget his 
Poverty, and not count his Afflictions worthy to be com- 
pared with the Happineſs he hopes for ; nor would he 
change Eſtates with the greateſt Prince upon Earth, who 
is a Stranger to theſe Hopes. Thus it was with the holy 
Apoſtles and their Followers, 2 Cor. vi. 10. 1 Peter 
i. 6, 75 8. 0 

Thus have I briefly' told you ſomewhat of the Hap- 


pineſs of the Godly in the World to come; but on the 


other Hand, conſider what will be the Portion of the 
Wicked, who deſpiſe the Mercies of God, and the 
Offers and Promiſes of the Goſpel. Theſe will at laſt 
fall under his heavy Wrath and Vengeance, and there 
muſt remain for ever in the moſt intolerable Torment of 
Soul and Body, ſet out by the moſt dreadful Things, 


ſuch as Fire and Brimſtone, and a never-dying Worm, 
that perpetually gnaws and. ſtings their Hearts. They 


are caſt into outer Darkneſs ; where there is weeping and 
wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth, not the leaſt glimmering 
of Hope or Comfort to all Eternity, Matt. xxv. 30, 
41, 46. Chap. ix. 43. to the End; 2 Ther. i. 7,8, . 
Theſe are the Goats that, being ſet on the left Hand, 
muſt hear that doleſul Sentence, Depart from me, ye 
curſed, into everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and 
his Angels. An heavy Doom, and yet moſt juſt. For 
they departed from God, and neglected his Service 
here on Earth, and therefore now they muſt depart 
from his Preſence, in which their corrupt Minds gan 
take no Delight. They preferred the Tavern and the 


Alehouſe -before the Houſe of God; and took more 


Pleaſure in feaſting and drinking, in roaring and revelling 


2 God 
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- God in the Communion of Saints. They loved not 
Prayers and Praiſes in the Aſſemblies of his People, nor 
had any mind to come to the Lord's Table, though often 
invited thereto; and therefore they muſt now be ſhut out 
from ſuch holy Company, and from ſuch high and hea- 
venly Employments, for which they are altogether unfit. 
They were many of them greatly given to Curſing, and 
now it is come upon them; that Curſe of God, which 
they in their Rage often wiſhed to their Neighbours, is 
. now. fallen upon themſelves. Nay, did not many of 
theſe profane Wretches in helliſh Language even call for 
this Curie upon their own Heads? And what Wonder 
if their Petition be now granted, and they ſentenced to 
that Damnation which they thus called for ? By the 
Devil they were led and guided, and by his wicked In- 
ſtruments and their own brutiſh Luſts: And therefore 
now they muſt have the Devil and his Angels, and 
damned Sinners like themſelves, to be their Companions 
in Torment, who are ſo far from pitying or comforting 
each other, that rather they curſe one another now in their 
Miſery, who before tempted one another to Sin. O ſad 
Meeting 'of the Drunkards, the Whoremongers and the 
Harlots, there together in thoſe ſcorching Flames ; where 
in vain they cry out for a Drop of Water to cool their 
Tongue ! It muſt not be granted them : Their good 
Things are all paſt and gone, and the Remembrance of 
_ all their Riot and Lewdneſs ſerves but to increaſe their 
Torment. And now alfo may they remember how God 
did again and again call upon them, and they would not 
hear ; neither therefore will He now hear their Cries, 
when Pain and Anguiſh is come upon them, Prov. i. 24s 
to the End. And though they may cry out againſt their 
Companions, and accuſe the Devil, and in their R 
blaſpheme God himſelf ;. yet will their Conſciences 
with the greateſt Fury upon themſelves, who, in ſpite of 
the Warnings that were given them, did, by their own 
wilful and impenitent Continuance in Sin, plunge them- 
ſelves into this Miſery, from whence they muſt never be 
releaſed, O dreadful Words, Ewerlafting Fire Eternal 
Torment How do the Thoughts of this fink. and break 
their Hearts, and fill them with the deepeſt Horror and 
Deſpair ? Who can dwell with everlaſting Burnings ? = 
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can ? And yet the damned Sinner muſt, though in the 
moſt raging and impatient Manner. After they have lain 
Thouſands and Millions of Years in that Place of Torment, 
yet is there not a Moment leſs to come, there is a whole 
Eternity ſtill behind. The Worm never dies, the Flame is 
never quenched, Nor is God to be accuſed of Severity in 
all this, fince it was the Sinners own doing, the Fruit of 
their own Choice: For they knew that Sin would fink 

wem into Hell, and yet they would venture . it. And 
indeed it ſinks them thither as naturally as a Stone falls to 
the Ground. Even here on Earth, the proud and cove- 
tous, the malicious and revengeful, the profane and ſen- 
ſual, do kindle ſomewhat of Hell in their own Souls: 
And whilſt they carry along with them the ſame wicked 
Temper of Mind, it muſt ſtill needs make them moſt 
wretched and miſerable in another World, as long as ever 
their Souls live, and theſe Vices ſtick to them, that is, to 
all Eternity. Let not him that carries Fire in his Boſom 
accuſe God's Providence for making the Fire hot when he 
feels it burn him ; but let him blame his own Folly and 
Wilfulneſs ; and ſo muſt ſelf-condemned Sinners be forced 

to do. | 
And now, tell me, I beſeech you, is there not all the 
Reaſon in the World that you ſhould ſpeedily repent you 
of your Sins, and caſt them from you with Loathing and 
Deteſtation, and henceforward enter upon a Courſe of 
ſerious Holineſs, that ſo you may eſcape all this Miſery 
threatned to the Wicked, and may partake of that Glory 
which is promiſed to the Pious and Good ! Does not a 
Thouſand Pounds a Year deſerve the Labour of one 
Day ? And will not all the Joys of Heaven, that ſhall laſt 
| for. ever and ever, abundantly reward our Diligence in 
| God's Service for all this ſhort Life? And are not the 
eternal Torments of Hell enough to reſtrain Men from 
a looſe and ſinful Life, though it were ever ſo profitable 
| and pleaſant here for a little while ? But you have before 
| heard it fully proved, that even at preſent an holy, Life 
is in all Reſpects moſt for our Benefit and Comfort. 80 
1 that without doubt a good Man finds more Sweetneſs 
and Satisfaction in the Way to Heaven, than Sinners do 
in the Way to Hell. Our gracious God appoints us an 


and damn his Soul for ever, rather than to pl 
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| eaſy and honourable Service, and gives lorious Rewards. 


e Devil is a moſt cruel Maſter; and ſets his Slaves to 
= "ek Drudgery, and afterwards pays them very * 
Wages, Rom. vi. 21, 22, 23. Will you then be Chriſt's 
Freemen, or the Devil's Bond-flaves ? Will you walk 
in the good Ways of God, that bring Peace and Cam- 
fort here on Earth, and eternal Glory in Heaven ; or 
in the crooked Paths of Sin, which now bring Sorrow, 
and Shame, and Pain, and hereafter will plunge you 
into eternal Miſery and Torment in Hell ? Thus are 
Life and Death, Happineſs and Miſery, ſet before you, 
what Choice then will you make? One would think 
there was no great Difficulty in this Caſe, to a Man that 
has the Uſe of his Reaſon, if he will at all make uſe of 
it in the Affairs of his Souk A little thinking ſerves * 
convince Men, that there is no Reaſon why they ſhould 
chooſe Poverty and Reproach, Pain and Impriſonment, 
if they can honeſtly avoid them) rather than Riches or 
onour, Eaſe and Liberty. But I am = 12 4 a 
thouſand times leſs Reaſon for a Man to di . 
| ake ſure of eternq; Salvation. Therefore 
ep ap beſeech ou to —_— Matter into — 
deration, and think eriouſi what is moſt reaſonable as 
moſt fit for your own Intereſt, and then chooſe 2 
ingly. And I pray God direct your Hearts to make ſo 
2 Choice, that you may never have Cauſe to repent 
of it either in this World, or that to come. Amen. 
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cure underſtand it by reflecting on what I ſaid at the Be- 


ginning, and by attending to what [ have intimated all 
along in my Diſcourſe. | Yet for your Aſſiſtance I ſhall - 
ſomewhat more plainly repreſent it to you; ary very 
briefly ; as no more can be expected in this little Paper. 
In the general then (as I have before expreſſed it) I 
am only perſwading you to live as becomes true Chri- 
ſtians, according to your Baptiſmal Vow, in keeping of 
which conſiſts your Chriſtianity. Now by your Baptiſm 
you are engaged to believe in and obey God the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. You muſt fincerely and 
heartily own God the Father, as your Maker and Pre- 


ſerver ; the Son of God, as your Redeemer ; and the Holy 


Ghoſt, as your Sanftifier, Guide and Comforter. And 
accordingly muſt you behave yourſelves both in Heart 
and Life; and therefore you muſt renounce the Devil, 


the World and the Fleſh, which would draw you off 


from God; and muſt ſtedfaſily believe the Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith, and carefully keep God's holy Will and 
Commandments all the Days of your Life. Your Faith is 
required in order to Obedience ; for if you do not be- 
heve Chrifl's Goſpel, you are not like to obey it. In 
theſe two Things then conſiſts the Religion of a Chriſtian, 
to which he is engaged by his Baptiſm, namely, in be- 
lieving what Jeſas Chriſt hath revealed, and in doing what 
he hath commanded. In ſhort, he is a good Chriſtian 
who doth firmly believe his Creed, and carefully keeps 
the Commandments. 

The Doctrines which we are to believe, are indeed 
more largely and fully delivered in the holy Scriptures, 
which were written by Men inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt; 
and accordingly ought to be received as the Word of 
God, and to be aiſivently read, and ſtedfaſtly believed. 
But the chief Articles of the Chriſtian Faith arg-briefly 
ſummed up in that which we call the Apoſtles Cretd, «© 1 
« Believe in God the Father,“ &c. This I hope you are 
well acquainted with, it being ſo ſhort and plain, and daily 
repeated in the Church Service ; and therefore I ſhall not 
ſet it down at large. And this alſo'I hope you do believe 
to be moſt true. You would take it ill, if I ſhould queſ- 
tion your Belief of the Creed, without which you are 

not 
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not to be reckoned as Chriſtians. But let me adviſe you 
to conſider ſeriouſly and frequently of thoſe great Truths 


| contained in the Creed, that you may more clearly under- 


ſtand them, and be more affected with them. And pray 


fee that your Belief of them be very firm, and deeply root- 


ed in your Soul, that ſo the Fruit of your Faith may ap- 
ar in the Holineſs of your Life. Without this, the bare 
wing of the Creed, and repeating it never ſo often, 
will ſtand us in no ſtead. - For, as I told you, Obedience 
is the End of Faith. And all the Articles of our Belief 
do moſt plainly tend to make us Holy and Good, if we 
will but carefully attend to them, and conſider them well. 
To prove this in a few Words; F we believe that God 
the Father Almighty as us and all the World, then are we 
bound to love and honour Him, to worſhip and obey Him 
as our Maker and Preſerver, who is almighty in Power, 
infinite in Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and all manner of Perfec- 
tions. If we believe that Feſus Chriſt is the Son of God, 
and the Redeemer of Mankind, zvho died for us and refe 
again, and aſcended into Heaven, and will thence come to 
judge the Quick and the Dead, and will grant to all peni- 
tent and obedient Believers the & 0 of their Sins, 
and everlafiing Life, but will ſentence the Wicked to ever- 
laſting Miſery ; our Belief of this muſt lead us to true 
Repentance and Amendment of Life, and to an humble 


' Dependence on the Mercies of God, and the Merits of 


Chriſt for Pardon and Salvation. And if we believe that 
it is the Office of the Holy Ghoſt to fanttify us and all the 
ele People of God ; then ought we to pray to God for his 
Holy Spirit, and we muſt comply with his good Motions, 
and ſubmit to his working upon our Souls, that he may 
ſanctify us, and make us holy, that ſo we may be living 
Members of Chri/t's holy Catholick Church. And in this 
Church we are bound to continue, that ſo in the Com- 
munion of Saints we may enjoy the Benefit of the Word, 
Sacraments and Prayer; by which Means the Holy Ghoſt 
works Grace in us, and increaſes the ſame till it be per- 
ſected in eternal Glory, to which good Men ſhall be 
advanced both in Soul and Body at the Reſurrection, as 
their Souls make Entrance upon it preſently after their 


Tlivs 


Death. 
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Thus we ſee how a right Belief leads a Man to Holi- 

- heſs of Life. And therefore in holy Scripture do we 
find ſo much mention made of Faith, or believing in 
God and in Chriſt, This in many Places is highly ex- 
tolled, and moſt ſtrictly required of us, as the very Sum 
of our Duty; inſomuch that we are often ſaid to be juſ. 
tified or pardoned on Account of our Faith, and to be 
ſaved by Faith ; and all this chiefly, as I ſuppoſe, be-- 

_ cauſe true Faith produces Obedience, and makes a Man 
become an humble and fincere Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, 
| and ſo makes us fit for the Mercies of God, in and: 
through our bleſſed Saviour. But when Faith doth not 


ö bring forth the Fruit of Holineſs and good Works, it is 
: of no Value with God, nor will ſtand us in any ſtead, as 
\ you may ſee at large in the ſecond Chapter of St. James, 
L to name no other Places. Wherefore you know we are: 
; engaged in our Baptiſm, not only to believe all the Arti- 
4 cles of the Chriſtian Faith, but alſo to keep God's Com- 
7 mandments, which I am to ſpeak of next. 

0 Now theſe Commandments are alſo plainly contained 
* in the holy Scriptures; and therefore — is ſtill more: 
* Reaſon Why you ſhould diligently read and ſtudy the 
* ' ſame, that you may know the Will of God and do it. 
le And all that is to be done by us, I reckon is contained; 
le in the Ten. Commandments, as they are explained to- 
of us, and. urged upon us, both by the Prophets in the Old 
at Teſtament, and by our Saviour and his Apoſtles in the 


New; eſpecially in our Saviour's Sermon on the Mount 
in the anch, 4 ſixth and ſeventh. Chapters of St. Mathews. 
Goſpel. Therefore often. read over theſe three Chap- 
ters, in which you will find what manner of Perſons the- 
Diſciples of Jeſus ought to be, even like their Maſter, 


peaceable, merciful, patient, and the like. Such as 
theſe he” pronounces bee, in the Beginning of that 
heavenly Sermon,. and theſe alone are they whom he will. 
make moſt bleſſed with himſelf. for ever. But if you. 
will have the Sum of your Duty to God and your Neigh- 
bour,. as required by the Ten Commandments, bri 
repreſented ; take it in the very Words of the Church. 
Catechiim,, _ | 
D 2 | _ © My 


of an humble, lowly Spirit, meek and gentle, pure and 
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« My Duty towards God, is to believe in him ; to fear 
„ him; to love him with all my Heart, with all my Mind, 
« with all my Soul, and with all my Strength ; to wor- 
« ſhip him; to give him Thanks; to put my whole Truſt 

in bum to call upon him; to honour his holy Name 
« and his Word, and to ſerve him truly all the Days of 


„ my Life. 


„My Duty towards my Neighbour, is to love him as 
« myſelf, and to do vnto all Men as I wbuld they ſhould 
« do unto me. To love, honour and ſuccour my Father 
and Mother. To honour and obey the King, and all 
that are put in Authority under him. To ſubmit myſelf 
to all my Governors, Teachers, Spiritual Paſtors and 
« Maſters. To order myſelf lowly and reverently to all 
*« my Betters. To hurt no body by Word or Deed, To 
«© be true and juſt in all my Dealings. To bear no Ma- 
« 1ce nor Hatred in my Heart. To keep my Hands from 
* Picking and Stealing, my Tongue from Evil-ſpeaking, 
* Lying and Slandering. To keep my Body in Temper- 
«« ance, Soberneſs and Chaſtity. Not to covet nor deſire 
„ other Mens Goods; but to learn and labour truly to get 
« my own Living, and to do my Duty in that State of 
Life unto which it ſhall pleaſe God to call me“ 
Here you have your Duty in a ſmall Compaſs, which 
you may eaſily keep in Memory ; but eſpecially beg of 
God to write his Laws in your Heart, that you may freely 
and chearfully obey them in your Life and Converſation. 
And, for your further Aſſiſtance, I ſhall a little enlarge 
upon the Chief of theſe Duties, eſpecially the Love of 
God and your Neighbour, and ſo conclude with ſome 
ſhort and general Directions, for the guiding of your 
Steps more readily and conſtantly in the Ways of Holineſs 
all the Days of your Life, © | a 
To love God with all our Heart and Soul, is the firſt 
and great Commandment, as our Saviour himſelf teach - 
eth us, Matt. xxii. 37, 38. This makes us more eaſily 
obey all the reſt of his Commands. For if we truly love 
God, we ſhall be very fearful to offend him, and very 
careful to pleaſe him ia all our Ways, And then do we 
truly love God with all our Heart, when we love him 
more than all other Things in the World, more than 
Riches, 
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Riches, Pleaſures, Honours, Friends, or any other En- 
joyments ; yea, more than our very Lives: So that we will 
part with all rather than loſe the Favour of God, in which 
we account our Happineſs chiefly to conſiſt. This I take 
to be the very Eſſence of Religion, and it is that without 
which our Saviour tells us we cannot be his Diſciples , Matt. 
x. 37, 38. But when once we are got to this bleſſed Tem- 
| per, we ſhall find it no very hard Matter to deny our- 
| ſelves, and to take up our Croſs, and follow our Lord and 
. Maſter, both in well doing and in patient ſuffering. 
Wherefore let us earneſtly beg of God by His holy Spirit 
to work this Love in our Hearts, And to our Prayers let 
us add our own diligent Endeavours ; and eſpecially, let 
us ſeriouſly meditate upon the Goodneſs and Loving- 
kindneſs of God, manifeſted to us and to all the World, 
Let us conſider what he hath done for us already, both for 
Soul and Body, and what he has promiſed to do in the 
Life to come. And never let our Hearts be at reſt, tilt 
they are intirely fixed upon the ever-blefſed God as our 
chiefeſt Good, and only ſatisfying Portion. And let us 
earneſtly ſeek his Favour, through our Lord Jeſus the Me- 
diator, who came into the World on purpoſe to bring us 
into a State of Friendſhip with God, that we might love 
him, and be loved by him, and live with him for ever in 
Love and Joy. But always remember that Obedience to 
God is the only ſure Evidence of true ſaving Love, He 
that loves God will hate and abhor Sin and Wickedneſs. 
Let the Son pretend what Love and Honour he will to his 
Father, he does not truly love him, except he uſes all 
due Care to pleaſe him, A 
And if you thus ſincerely love God as your Father, 
then you may always comfortably truſt in him, and de- 
pend upon him; which is another great Duty, and brings 
great Peace and Quiet to our Minds, J. xxvi. 3, 4.— 
Whilſt you live in Obedience to God's Command, you 
have a ſure Intereſt in his Promiſes, and may ſafely rely 
upon his good Providence for the Performance of them. 
Wherefore, whatever your Wants, your Dangers, or Suf- 
ferings are, do not diſtruſt the Providence of God, but 
wait patiently, and do your own Duty, and be aſſured, 
God in his good Time will ſuccour and relieve you: He 
will direct, comfort and ſtrengthen you. Let all the Ex- 


perience 
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perience you have hitherto had of his Loving kindneſs, 
engage you to truſt in him as long as you live. And 
take great Care that you never murmur nor -repine. a- 
gainſt God under any Affliction whatever. When you 
meet with the heavieſt Croſſes or Diſappointments, or 
loſe your deareſt Relations and Friends, ſay with holy Job, 
. The Lord gives, and the Lord takes away; bleſſed be the 
Name of the Lord. Beſeech God to teach you that excel- 
lent Leflon of Contentment in all Eſtates, Phil. iv. 11, 12, 
13. Though you may be low ard poor in this World, yet 
conſider, you have always Cavſe to be thankful, but never 
any Reaſon to complain. God knows what Condition is 
beſt for us, and let us leave it to him to chooſe what we 
ſhall have. We that deſerve nothing but Wrath and Mi- 
ſery, ought to acknowledge the great Goodneſs of God, 
that we are on this ſide Hell. 7 is of the Lord's Mercies 
that wwe are not utterly conſumed, and that we do enjoy any 
Meaſure of Comfort. Think how poor the Lord Jeſus 
was for our ſakes, who had not where to lay his Head, 
and whoſe Wants were ſupplied by the Subſtance of others ; 
and in the ſame mean — did the holy Apoſtles 
live. Your low Circumſtances free you from a great many 
Snares and Temptations, and from a great many Cares 
and Sorrows, that rich People meet with. If you but tru- 
ly love God, and have a Treaſure in Heaven, you are very 
rich, though you have neither Gold nor Silver. Fear not, 
but God will give you and yours Food and Raiment; and 
having that, be content and thankful. Yea, let us ſuppoſe 
the very worſt, that you ſhould ſtarve to Death for want 
of Bread, (which not one in a Thouſand does in Times of 
Peace and Plenty) yet if your Souls be fit for Heaven, 
and carried thither, ye ſhall have no Cauſe to complain of 
the Manner of your Death. I have been a little the lar- 
upon this for the ſake of poor People, who are apt to. 
8 and to murmur. at their Condition; tho 
alas, they commonly bring themſelves into it, or make it 
much worſe, by their own careleſs and looſe Lives, as was 
before e 3 
And yet before I proceed to uty you owe to your 
Neighbour, let me in a few Words direct you, as to the 
Worlkip of Cod in Prayers and Praiſes, This is a D 
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Saints, nor make uſe of them as our 
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5 
moſt frequently enjoined in Scripture, and practiſed by 
all good Men, and the very Light of Nature may dire& 
us to it. We have daily need of God's Mercy, and do 
daily taſte of it, and therefore we are * 1 to pray conti- 
nualiy, and in every Thing to give Thanks, To God. a- 
lone muſt we offer up our Prayers and Praiſes in the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt, as He himſelf teaches us, Matt. 
iv. 10. John xvi. 23. We muſt not 2 to Angels, or 

ediators, for this 
is the peculiar Office of Chriſt, who died for us, and is 
now interceding at the Right Hand of God, 1 Tim. ii. 5. 
Heb. vii. 25. Wherefore we, mean ſinful Creatures, 
muſt always come to God in the Name of Chriſt, and 


for his Sake alone hope for the Favour of God, the 


Pardon of our Sins, the Acceptance of our Perſons and 
Services, and the Salvation of our Souls, 

And our Saviour teaches us to worſhip God in a pure 
and ſpiritual Manner, with our Hearts and Souls ; be- 
cauſe He is a Spirit, and ſearches the Hearts of Men, 
TJehn iv. 24. Wherefore, by no means may we make 
any Image or Picture of God, nor may we give religious 
Worſhip to an Image, which is directly contrary to the 
Second Commandment. Neither may we frame in our 
Minds any Bodily Shape or Likeneſs of God, when we 
pray to Him. But muſt conceive of Him as a moſt pure 
and glorious Spirit, moſt powerful, and wiſe, and good; 
who fills the whole World with his Preſence, and is al- 
ways near to us, though not to be ſeen with bodily Eyes ; 
oy hears our Prayers, and knows our Wants, and is both. 
able and willing to help us. 

Our Saviour hath commanded us to pray to God in 
private, Matt. vi. 6, And has taught his Diſciples how 
to pray, giving them that moſt excellent Form which. 
we call the Lord's Prayer, Our Father, which art in 
Heaven, &c. which by the Way may aſſure us, that 
Forms of Prayer are very lawful, and the Lord's Prayer 
both ſerve for a Pattern to direct us in all our Pray. 


ers, and alſo is itſelf moſt fit to be uſed, and joined to our 
other Prayers. But it is not proper to uſe the Belief and 


en Commandments. for Prayers, as the manner is of 


Rnd 7 


poor ignorant People ;. though we ought often to think of 
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them, and rehearſe ow, the quickning of our Faith, 
iding of our Lives. 8 
weed al Ons in all our Troubles and Diſtreſſes, 
let us be much in Prayer to God, and ſtill ſeek to — 
for Mercy and Comfort, who is always nigh to them that 
call upon him in Truth and Sincerity. Would the poor 
Man (ek as earneſtly to God for Relief, as he does to his 
rich Neighbour, he would find it the ſureſt Courſe to 
have his Wants ſupplied. And let us all frequently fn 
lifting up our Hearts to God in Thankſgiving and Praiſe, 
for all his Mercies and Favours which he beſtows —_ 
us. Thus may even the pooreſt Man have his Min 
often employed when he is at work in the Shop, or in — 
Field, when he is walking in the Way, or failing on the 
Seas, which would not hinder, but further his Labours, 
and make them more eaſy and pleaſant, But be ſure to 
ſet ſome Time apart every Day for ſolemn Prayer. x 
Very fit it is to begin the Day with Prayer to God, as 
ſoon as we riſe out of Bed; bleſſing his Name for our 
' Preſervation and quiet Reſt, begging his 3 har 
ſence with us all the Day, that we may be kept 4 4 
Evil, eſpecially from Sin, the worſt of all. And at the 
Evening let this be our lat Work, before we lie down to 
ſleep, humbly to commit ourſelves to God by Prayer, 
nd aſcful it is for thoſe who have Families, to 
join together Morning and Evening in Prayer $008, 
and in reading ſome Part of his holy Word, for w = 
Purpoſe there are many good Books of RIES ; 7 
though they have none of them, they may wee uc . 
the Prayers of the Church as are proper for their! als e, 
which are to be 92 in the Morning and Evening er- 
ice, in other Places. 9 
W you fit down to Meat, beg God's Bleſſing upon 
it, and afterwards return Thanks for it. e 
But beſides our Devotion in the Family or Clo o 
our great Duty is to worſhip God in the public Aſ- 
ſemblies of his 2 which by no Means we 
ought to forſake, Hebrews x. 25. Suffer not 2 
ſelves, therefore, by any Pretence 3 — = 3 
away either by Papiſts or Sectaries from Wenne 
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Worſhip of God, as it is now by Law eſtabliſhed in the 

Church of England. But ſee that you duly reſort to your 
Pariſh Churches, and that not only on Holidays, but on 
the Week Days, when you have Opportunity and Lei- 
ſure. More eſpecially ſee that you conſtantly frequent 
the Church on the Lord's Day, if not hindered by Sick- 
neſs, or ſome other very your and urgent Cauſe, Let 
not that Excuſe keep you from Church, which would not 


keep you from the Market. Bring as many of your 


Family along with you as can poſſibly be ſpared. Come 
at the very Beginning of the Service, and ſlay quietly 
to the End of it, not running away before the Bleſſing, 
as many careleſs People rudely do, as if they were glad 
to get away as from a Priſon. Behave yourſelves with all 
due Reverence, both of Body. and Mind, conſidering 
the Majeſty of that God in whoſe Preſence you ſtand, 
before whom the very Angels veil their Faces, Always 
kneel at your Prayers, if there be Convenience, or ſtand 
at leaſt, P/; xcv. 6. Above all, look well to the Tem- 
per of your Soul, and keep up an awful Senſe of the 
great *God to whom you are praying, and mind well 
what is ſaid, as you go along with the Prayers, and offer 
up your Deſires to God: Otherwiſe, though you may 
{peak much, you do not pray at all, Avoid all vain 
and wandering 'Thoughts, as much as poſſible, When 
you join in the Conteiſion of Sins, think of your own 
particular Faults, and be deeply humbled for them : And 
be unfeignedly thankful for all God's Mercies, whilft 
you are praiſing his Name; and earneſtly long after that 
Grace you pray for. Attend with Care and Reverence 
to God's Word, when it 1s read from the Dcſk, and 


Alſo to the Preaching and Explaining it from the Pulpit, 


that you may be both diligent Hearers, and faithful 


+ Doers of the Word. Neglect not the Church in the 


Afternoon, though you ſhould live where there is no 
Sermon. Catechiſing may be as uſeful to you, and this 
ought to be in all Places. And beſides that, you will 
hear the holy Scriptures read, and have the Benefit of 
Public Prayers. : 

When you come from Church, ſpend not the Re- 
mainder of tlie Day in * and Idleneſs, much leſs in 


Drinking 
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rinleing and Gaming, as too many do; but if you 
— a Family, let ſome Time be ſpent with them, in 
praying, in reading God's Word, and ſome good Book ; 
and let Children and Servants be inſtructed in their Cate- 
chiſm. Examine them about what they have heard, 


that ſo it may make them more attentive ; and do you 


meditate on the ſame, that it may fink into your Heart. 
Works of Mercy and Neceſſity may be done on the Lord's 
Day; but by no Means allow yourſelves in any needleſs 
Labour, not in travelling upon the Road, or wandering 
about to make idle Viſits. God allows us fix Days in 
the Week for our own Employments, let us devote the 
Lord's Day to his Service readily and chearfully. 
When the Sacrament of Baptiſm is adminiſtered, do 
ou attend to it. Remember your own Engagement 
by having received it in your Infancy, and reſolve to 


live anſwerably thereto. Join in Prayer for God's Bleſ- 


the Children then received into the Church. 
ah 5 you bring your own Children to be baptized, 
ſee that you do moſt ſincerely give them up to God, and 
devote them to his Service, with firm Reſolution to bring 
them up in his Fear, if God ſpare your Life and theirs, 
and earneſtly pray for his Grace to be given into their 
Souls. And as for thoſe to whom you ſtand as Sureties, 
you ought to do your utmoſt towards their good Educa- 


tion in the Knowledge of God and Religion, according 


Charge given you, eſpecially if the | arents die or 
3 — 0b And 1 beware of a very wicked 
Practice which is common in ſome Places, that after a 
Child is baptized, the Neighbours that are invited ſpend 
the reſt of the Day in Riot and Drunkenneſs, forgetting 
that even now they renounced the Luſts of the Fleſh : 
Thoſe who ſtood at the Font, and all the reſt are under 

e Obligation. 880 | 
3 1 are invited by your Miniſter to the holy 
Communion, do not wittingly neglect the Invitation; 
but come with a thankful Heart to keep up the Remem- 
brance of Chriſt's Love in dying for Sinners, according 
to his expreſs Command, Luke xxit. 19. Take Care to 
prepare. yourſelves by true Repentance for all your for- 
mer Sins, and ſtedſaſt Purpoſes, by God's Grace, . 
roughly to ſorſake the ſame. See that you be in — 
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fot Charity with all Men, freely forgiving thoſe who 


have offended you, and offering Satisfaction to thoſe 
whom you have offended. If after this they will not 
be © reconciled, that is not your Fault, but theirs ; 
and therefore may not keep you from the Sacra- 
ment. Stay not away out of Pretence that you want 
Time to prepare yourſelf : For a conſtant holy Life 
is the beſt Preparation. If you are fit for Prayers, you 
are fit for the Communion. Do not think that the 
Communion is only for rich People. The Souls of the 
Poor are as precious as the Rich, and as much concern- 
ed in Chritt's Death, and they have as much Cauſe to 
remember it, and ſeek after, the Benefits of it. If you 
have not Money to offer at the Collection, ſee that you 
offer up yourſelves to God, and that will be of more 
Value. Complain not that you want Clothes, and there- 
fore you abſent both from the Church and Communion 
but ſee that you come in the Wedding-Garment required 
in the Goſpel, with humble, penitent, thankful Hearts ; 
and then you will be welcome Gueſts at Chriſt's Table. 
For your Direction, if you have no Books on this Sub- 
ject, yet read ſeriouſly the Office for the Communion 
in the Common Prayer, and you may find very great 
Aſſiſtance from it. It is very fit alſo to confult with 
your Miniſter, eſpecially the firſt time you receive, 
Aſſure yourſelves it is a very heinous Sin to live one 
Year after another in the Neglect of this weighty Duty, 


and argues a very great Contempt of our Saviour's Au- 


thority, and of his infinite Love and Kindneſs. | 

Before I leave ſpeaking of your Duty to God, let me 
beſeech you carefully to abſtain ſrom that common hein- 
ous Sin of Swearing ; a moſt ſenſeleſs Piece of Wicked- 
neſs, that brings neither Pleaſure nor Profit along with 
it, When you are called before the Magiſtrate in weigh- 
ty Caſes, you may lawfully ſwear, Heb. vi. 16. Bur 
take great Care to ſwear the Truth, and nothing but the 
Truth ; for otherwiſe you call the true God to witneſs a 
Lye, and do even call for his Vengeance upon yourſelves. 
In your ordinary Communication avoid all manner of 

Swearing, either by the ſacred Name of God, or b 

any Creature, Matt. v. 34. James v. 12. Uſe not ſuc 
| | n Expreſſions, 
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Expreſſions, As you hoped to be ſaved, as your hope for Mercy, 


with other the like; which are great Oaths, though fre- Rant 
quently uſed upon every flight Occaſion. Do not ſo cula 
much as raſhly and: careleſly mention the holy Name of oug} 
God or Chriſt ; but let your inward Reverence be mani- der 
feſted in your outward Expreſſions. here: 
And to this I may fitly join an earneſt Caution againſt have 
the Sin of Curſing, in which the Name of God is often ſon 
diſhonoured; when Men wiſh that God's Curſe may light die, 
upon others, ſometimes their very Children and neareſt Care 
Relations ; ſometimes on their Neighbours, and ſome- ought 
times on their Cattle. Some profane Wretches wiſh them 
Damnation to thoſe they quarrel with; yea, even to kind 
themſelves: And how common is it to hear Men in their ful a. 
Wrath, wiſh the Pox, or Plague, or Hanging to their and { 
© Neighbour, or bidding the Devil take them? Indeed lawfu; 
they themſelves ſeem to be poſſeſſed by him, whilſt they to wh 
vent this Language of Hell ; and do take the ready Way whatc 
to bring all Manner of Curſes both on their own Souls and preſſy 
Bodies, Palm cix. 17, 18. This wicked Cuſtom proceeds to the 
both from the Want of the true Fear of God in Men's monly 
Hearts, and alſo from the Want of Kindneſs and Charity Miſcr) 
to one another of which I am next to ſpeak a few Words. ought 
Next to *the loving God above all, the loving of our godly 
Neighbours as ourſelves is the great Duty of a Chriſtian, Mainte 
as our Saviour teaches us in the ſame Place, Mart. xxii. In | 
39, 40. And Lowe is ſaid to be the ulfilling of the Law, Injury 
Rom. xiii. 8, 9, 10. Nothing more becomes a Diſciple either 
of Jeſus Chriſt, than to live in Love and Charity with but mn 
Mien, doing all the Good we can to othets, but doing no all Me 
manner of Evil to any. Read 1 Cor. xiii. This is moſt fre- And he 
quently and ſtrictly commanded in the Goſpel, and makes as ourſi 
5 very Badge and Character of a Chriſtian, ohn xiii. ſo mer 
34, 35- This makes us moſt like our bleſſed Lord and ourſelve 
Maſter, who went about continually ding Good, both to Matt.v 
the Souls and Bodies of Men; even to the very worſt ſelves ir 
of Men, and to his moſt bitter Enemies, did he ſhew ' and fell 
great Charity and Kindueſs. And herein let us ſtudy to very pl: 
like Him to the utmoſt, of our Power. and equ 
If we have true Love for all Men, we ſhall then eaſi - if a Me 
ly and readily perform all thoſe Duties which we owe to need no 
them in the ſeveral Places and Relations wherein we bimſelf 


Rand, 
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41 
Rand, of which I muſt not here go about to give a * 
cular Account. But in general, Huſbands and Wives 
ought moſt entirely to love each other, and ſtudy to ren- 
der one another's Lives happy here, and their Souls 
hereafter. For if they live in Diſcord and Wrath, they 
have a Hell upon Earth whilſt they live, and have Rea- 
ſon to expect the eternal Torments of Hell when they 
die. Parents ought to love their Children, and take due 
Care of them, both as to Soul and Body ; and Children 
ought to honour and obey their Parents, and relieve 
them if they Rand in need. Maſters muſt be gentle and 
kind towards their Servants ; and Servants muſt be faith- 
ful and obedient to their Maſters, even to the froward 
and ſevere. Subjects mult yield Obedience to all the 
lawfu] Commands of their Rulers, and patiently ſubmit 
to what Puniſhments they inflict ; and upon no Pretence 
whatever may they rebel againſt them, for it is moſt ex- 


preſly forbidden in Scripture, and Damnation threatned 


to thoſe that are guilty, Nom. xiii. 1, 2. And com- 


-monly Treaſon and Rebellion bring nothing but Ruin and 
Miſery in this World, as well as the next. The People 


ought to eſteem and love their Miniſters, to follow their 


godly Admonitions and Examples, and afford them due 


Maintenance. . 

In brief, we muſt carefully abſtain from doing any 
Injury to any Man, of what Rank or Condition ſoever; 
either in his Soul or Body, his Eſtate or good Name; 
but muſt ever be ready to do all manner of Good t 
all Men, according to our Ability and Opportunity. 
And hereby we are to ſhew, that we love our Neighbours 
as ourſelyes, by dealing with all Men ſo truly and juſtly, 
ſo mercifully and kindly, as we deſire to be dealt with 
ourſelves. This is the great Rule of the Goſpel, 
Matt.vij. 12. And by this Rule ought we to govern our- 


ſelves m all our Carriage towards others, both in buying 


and felling, and in our whole Converſation. This is a 


very plain and eaſy Rule to walk by, and is moſt juſt 
and equal, and very large and comprehenſive ; ſo that 


if a Man will honeltly and faithfully attend to it, he 
necd not go far to ſeek for Direction how to behave 
himſelf in moſt Caſes that may happen betwixt him and 
| E 3 : has 
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his Neighbour. Would I be reviled and ſlandered, 
cheated and coſined, beaten and hurt, or any other 
way abuſed ? If not, then let me not uſe any other at this 
rate, Would I be deſpiſed or derided for my Faults, 
or for my Poverty and Misfortunes ? Would I not rather 
in Reaſon defire to be kindly inſtructed, aſſiſted, and re- 
lieved ? Thus then let me deal with my Neighbour, and 
according to my Power, with Meekneſs and true Kind- 
neſs inſtruct the Ignorant, reclaim the Vicious and Er- 
roneous, comfort the Sad, and relieve the Oppreſſed, 
feed the Hungry, and clothe the Naked. Even thoſe 
that are of a mean Condition, muſt be ready to help ſuch 
as are in greater Want than themſelves: The Man that 
lives by his Labour, is not wholly excuſed from Works 
of Charity, Eph. iv. 28. The Widow's Mite is very 
acceptable to God ; and a Cup of cold Water ſhall not 
loſe its Reward. A willing charitable Mind it is that 
God chiefly looks at and calls for, and this the pooreſt 
may have if it be not their own Fault, | 
And our Charity and Kindneſs is not only to be ſhewn 
to our Friends, but to our very Enemies themſelves, We 
may not render Evil for Evil, but muſt ſtudy to overcome 
Evil by doing Good. If another ſtrike us, we may not 
ſtrike again; if he rail upon us and revile us, we muſt 
not return the ſame ill Language; but either by Silence, 
or by gentle and ſoft Anſwers, endeavour to appeaſe 
his Wrath. For the Rule is, not to deal with others as 
they deal with me, but as I in Reaſon deſire to be dealt 
with : and another Man's Fault will not excuſe mine, If 
he does me an Injury, I muſt not be Judge in my own 
Caſe, nor take upon me to revenge it ; but in weighty 
Caſes may fly to a Magiſtrate for Relief. But upon no 
Account whatever may we bear any Grudge or Hatred 
in our Hearts againſt any Man, though ever ſo wicked, 
or ever ſo much our Enemy ; but we muſt pity him, and 
pray for him, that God would give him a better Mind. If 
ever. we hope to find Mercy with God, and have our Trel- 
paſſes forgiven, we muſt forgive thoſe that offend us, as 
we learn from the Lord's Prayer, and many moſt: plain 
Places of Scripture. See Matt. v. 44, Oc. Matt. xvii. 21, 


to the End. Rom. xii, 14, to the End. We muſt ſhew 
1 | | Meekneſs 
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Meekneſs and Gentleneſs to all Men, and never willingly 


ſay or do any Thing to provoke another to Anger; nor 
ſnould we eaſily be provoked, but very eaſily appeaſed 
and reconciled. It is very fad to conſider, what wretch- 
ed and miſerable Lives many of the poorer Sort lead, 


by their continual Brawling and Scolding, Quarrelling 


and Contending with one another; and ſometimes when 
they have ſcarce Money to buy Bread, they will throw 
it away in vexatious Law-ſuits, merely out of Spite and 
Revenge. 

And the Pcople of this Rank ovght eſpecially to be- 
ware of envying thoſe that are in a better Condition than 
themſelves. We ought to have that true Kindrieſs and 


good Will for all Men, that we ſhould be glad of their. 


Proſperity, though we ourſelves be in Affliction: As on 
the other Hand we ought to have great Compaſſion for 
thoſe in Miſery, though we be in Proſperity. 

And let fuch that are in want, take .heed that their 
Neceſſities put them „pon no unlawful Courſe for their 
Relief. Particularly beware of Stealing any thing, though 
of a ſmall Value. By degrees, it is to be fezred, you 
will go on to greater Matters, ard ſo may bring your- 
ſelves to Shame and Puniſhment in this World as well 
as that to come. The beſt Wav to avoid this, is to be 
very diligent in your lawful Calling, as the Apoſtle di- 
rects in that Place before named, Z7h. iv. 28. If you 
are not able to work, it is lawful to beg. But by no 
means betake yourſelves to this lazy unprofitable Life 
of begging, if you are able to ſubſiſt by any other law- 
ful Courſe. He that will not work when he can, de- 
ſerves not to eat. But rather than either ſteal or 
ſtarve, you may ſeck for Relief from your Neigh- 
bour's Charity. But do not go about to deceive him, 
by, borrowing what you know you are never likely to 
pay ; for this 1s downright cheating, Rather deal 
plainly, . and make known your Neceſſities. If you 
truit in God, and, do your Duty, He will take Care of 
you : And though you may be in Straits ſometimes, 
= {till you will find a Supply. And to prevent your 

overty, Jet me eſpecially warn you againſt that common 
brutiſh Sin of Drunkenneſs, which brings both this and 
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| many other Miſchiefs along with it, as I have before told 


ou. Indeed it hinders every Thing that is good, and 


leads Men into all manner of Sin and Miſery, This Vice 


makes more Beggars than any other Cauſe. Wherefore if 
you have any Regard to your Families, and Love to Soul 


and Body, avoid all Riot and Exceſs. Eat and drink ſo 


moderately, as may tend to keep you beſt in Health, and 
make you moſt fit for the Service of God and your own 


Callin 


And laſtly, beware of that filthy Sin of Whoredom, 
which very often goes along with Drunkenneſs, and as 
often brings the Curſe of God, both upon Men's Bodies 
and Eſtates. And to keep you innocent, avoid. Idle- 
neſs as well as Intemperance. And fly from all lewd 
and wicked Company, where you are in Danger of be- 


ing enticed and enſnared; and do not ſo much as al- 


low yourſelves in any unclean Thoughts or Deſires, 
nor in filthy Diſcourſes, or in any wanton, Carriage 
and Behaviour. For the preventing of all Wicked- 


- neſs of this Kind, God hath allowed V arriage, which 


is ſaid to be honourable in. all, but Whorenongers and 
Adulterers God will judge, Heb. xi. 4. Wherefore let 
them who are in, that State keep ſtrictly true to gheir 
Marriage Vow. And all, both married and fingle, 
preſerve both Body and Soul, ſo chaſte and pure, that 
the Holy Spirit of God may now dwell in their Hearts, 
and they. be fit to dwell for ever in the Preſence of the 
moſt Holy God. 5 
And thus I have briefly given you an Account wherein 
conſiſts that Holineſs of Life, to which all Chriſtians 


re obliged by the Precepts of our bleſſed Saviour, 


and by their Baptiſmal Vow, which binds them to keep 
his Precepts, and to follow his Example, who himſelf 
lived in the ſame holy Manner that He taught, and hath 
commanded hoe that ſay they abide in Him, to walk as 
He walked, 1 John ii. 6. The Sum of all you have in 
few Words, which the Goſpel teaches, even that we 
ſhould deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Lufts, and live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and proufly in the World, Tit. ii. 11, 12. 

And now let me again beſeech you ſeriouſly to con- 
ſider, whether it has been your Care to live ſuch holy 
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and good Lives, or no. And whereinſoever your Con- 


ſcience doth accuſe you, that you have neglected the 
Duties God hath commanded, or committed thoſe Sins 


Which He hath forbidden, do you humbly r 
y 


and confeſs: the ſame to Almighty God, with true god 
Sorrow for the ſame, carneſtly begging Mercy and Par- 
don for Chriſt's Sake, who died on the Croſs for Sinners, 
and through whom all that confeſs, and forſake their Sins 
ſhall find Mercy. Wherefore henceforth reſolve by his 
Grace that you will forſake your Sins, and amend your 
Lives, and make it your chief Buſineſs to keep a Con- 
ſcience-void of Offence towards God and Man, not al- 
lowmg yourſelves in any known Sin, nor in the wilful 
Neglect of any known Duty. Do not object againſt this, 
and ſay, that it is impoſſible to lead ſuch an holy Lite : 
For thouſands in the World, of all Ranks and Conditions, 
have done it in all Ages, by the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace, 
which you ſhall never want, if you ſeek it earneſtly, and 
improve it diligently. And though there may at firſt be 
ſome Difficulty in leaving an ill Courſe, yet by degrees it 
will grow eaſy, and you will then find nothing fo ſweet 
and pleaſant as Religion and Virtue. 

And do not, | befeech you, fancy that it is not for 
poor People to think of being ſo religious and godly ; 
that this is only for the Rich, who have little elſe to 
do. Why will not you that are Poor have as much 
Care of your own Souls as the Rich, and ſtudy to be 
happy as well as they ? By this Means you will be even 
with them, yea much happier than they, even in this 
Life, except they be good as well as great. What is there 
in all I have ſaid, but even the poorelt may perform if 
they have but a willing Mind ? May you not love God 
and your Neighbour, be ſober and chaſte, meek and 
humble, pray to God, and praiſe his Name? &c. Nay, 
is not this the much better Way to keep you from Po- 
verty, or to help you out of it? Is it not much cheaper 
to live ſoberly and honeſtly, than to live in Drunkenneſs 
and Whoredom, and ſuch like waſteful Sins? Does it 


not coſt you much more to go to Law for Revenge, 


than to forgive an Injury? One Vice coſts more main- 
taining than ten Virtues, And I am confident more 


Families 


me -- 
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Families are brought to Poverty by gratifying their 
Luſts, than by providing for their Children, how many 
ſoever they be. Is it not, think you, much better for 
- yourſelves and Families, to ſpend the Lord's Day in 
God's Service, both in public and private, than to 
waite your Time and Money in the Ale-houſe ? . Daily 
Experience ſhews, that it is not Religion, but the Want 
of it, that makes Men poor and miferable. Beſides that, 
ſuch good People have God's Bleſſing and Favour, as I 
have already ſhewed; and therefore He will be ſure to 
take Care of them and theirs, | 
And pray do- not think that you ſhall be ſaved merely 
becauſe you are poor ; for if you be wicked and ungod- 
ly, you will certainly be miſerable in the next World as 
well as this. Laxarus was not ſaved becauſe he was 
poor, but becauſe he was a pious, good Man : Andion 
the other Hand, Dives was not damned for being rich, 
but becauſe he was luxurious and proud, and wholly 
given up to pamper and adorn his Carcaſs, | 
Let me further warn you againſt two or three danger- 
.. ous Miſtakes, that harden many Men in their Sins, Be- 
ware of thinking that it is enough for a Man to be bap- 
tiſed, and keep his Church, and go to Prayers and Ser- 
mons, and ſometimes to the Communion ; and ſay his 
. Prayers in private : And that this is enough to prove him 
a good Chriſtian, and make ſure of Salvation. All this 
is very good, but this will not ſerve the turn, except our 
Hearts be ſo thoroughly ſanctified by the Grace of God, 
that we do ſo truly love God above all, and ſet our 
Hearts on the Joys of Heaven, and love our Neighbours, 
and be true and juſt in all our Dealings, temperate and 
chaſte in our Converſation, as is before deſcribed. And 
this is the- great End-of Prayers, Sermons and Sacra- 
ments, to make us more- and more holy in Heart and 
Life, without which we ſhall be rather worſe than better 
for them, Matt. vii. 21, 22, 23. 
Be not ſo weak as to think you may be ſaved by a 
Belief alone, by your Faith in Chriſt, and truſting 
uin God, without Obedience to his Commands, It is 
for Chrilt's Sake only you are ſaved. But He will fave 
none but thoſe who obey Him, Heb. v. 9. And * 
38 only 
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only true ſaving Faith, which purifies the Heart, and 
produces Obedience, as you have heard before: And 
fince God has plainly told us, that we cannot be ſaved 
without Holineſs, if we take up a fooliſh Confidence that 
we may be faved without it, this is not truſting in God, 
but our own Fancies and the Devil's Delufion. We may 
ſafely truſt in God's Promiſes ; but then let us ſee to per- 
form the Conditions, and become ſuch an humble, holy 
People, as He has promiſed for Chriſt's Sake to own and 
ſave a 

Take heed alſo of miſtaking the Nature of Repent- 
ance, as if it were only being a little ſorry for our Sins, 


and crying to God for Mercy, and that then all will be 


well, though we go on ſtill in our own Ways, But this 
is a moſt dangerous Miſtake, For a Man never truly 
repents till he forſakes his Sins, and changes his Courſe : 
When the Drunkard becomes ſober, and the profane 
Man a devout Worſhipper of God, and ſo continues ; true 
Repentance changes the Heart and Life of a Sinner. 

And laftly ; Do not think it enough to forſake ſome 
Sins, and keep others; to do ſome Duties, and neglect 
others, and then excuſe yourſelves by ſaying it is your 
Failing ; every Man has his Failing, and this is mine. 80 
ſay the Drunkard and the Whoremonger, and fo fays 


the angry Man when he ſwears or curſes, or gives bad 


Language. But ſuch Sins as are committed againſt 
Knowledge and Conſcience, and contmued from time 
to time, when we have leiſure to think beforehand, 
and prevent them ; theſe are to be reckoned as wilful 
Sins, not as Failings. Eſpecially ſuch groſs Sins as 
Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, common Swearing, or Lying, 
and the like, are not to be reckoned as Failings. In- 
deed whatever Sin a Man loves and pleads for, and 
allows himſelf in, is not a mere Infirmity, but. a wilful 
Trauſgreſſion. A good Man hates afl Sin as he does 
Sickneſs, and ſtrives and watches, and prays againſt it, 
He hates every falſe Way, and has a Reſpect to all God's 
Commands. A true Chriſtian muſt be an entirely good 
Magy all of a Piece. A great Matter I find it is with 
many People, that they do Wrong to Nobody, nor have 
any Malice in their Hearts, and therefore they oo 

em- 
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themſelves in good Condition God-ward. But though 
this is one ed, Part of your Duty, yet it is but a Part. 
We muſt alſo ſee that we do not wrong Almighty God 
and our own Souls by ſetting our Heart chiefly on this 
World, by negleRing his Worſhip and Service, by liv- 
ing in Exceſs and Uncleanneſs, or any other known 
Sin. We muſt be both pious towards God, loyal to our 
Prince, juſt and charitable to our Neighbour, humble 


and ſober, every way holy and good, if we will — f 


ourſelves to be Chriſtians indeed. He that wilfully of. 
fends in one Point, and allows himſelf therein, is guilty 
in effect of breaking the whole Law : For he deſpiſes 
God's Authority; and if he meets with the ſame Temp- 
tations, will commit any other Sin, And as is commonly 
And truly ſaid in this Caſe,. one Stab, though but with 
a Pen-knife, may wound a Man as mortally as twenty 
Thruſts with a Sword; ſo one Sin loved and delighted 
in, may damn a Man's Soul as well as a thouſand ; 
James ii. 10. 

Having thus endeavoured briefly to remove your Ob- 
jzeRions and Miſtakes, I do now again, in the laſt Place, 
come to enforce my Exhortation, that you would ſeriouſly 
and iedfaſtly reſolve to caſt away every Sin, and moſt en- 
.tirely devote yourſelves to the 3 ſuch a godly, righ- 

teous and ſober Life, as you are bound to by your Chriſtian 
Baptiim. If you are in diſpute with yourſelves whether 
you ſhould refolve upon it, pray look over the Argu- 
ments before laid down, and ponder them in your Minds; 
and then certainly you cannot but own, that I perſuade 
you to nothing but what is very juſt and reaſonable, and 
every Way for your greateſt Gbod ; and if you are con- 
vinced of this, then proceed forthwith to this pious Re- 
ſolution, without trifling or delaying. The ſooner you 
do it the ſafer it is, and the better for you. Do not 
go on in Sin at preſent on a Pretence that you will re- 
pent hereafter, when you are older, or when you come 
to lie on a Sick or Death- bed. Do not put off the great 
Buſineſs of Life to the End of your Days, when you arc 
not ſure of Time or Strength, or of God's Aſſiſtance or Ac- 
ceptance of you. Do not plead the Example of the Thief 
upon the Croſs: For his Caſe was nothing like yours, 
- | | that 
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that have long enjoyed the Offers of Grace and Mercy; 


if now from this preſent Time you will heartily and ſin- 


cerely return to God, you have no Reaſon to deſpair of 
his Mercies, how many and great ſoever your Sins have 
been: But if you perſiſt ſtill in Sin, preſuming upon 
God's Mercy hereafter, you have juſt Cauſe to fear, that 
this bold Preſumption, and horrid Abuſe of God's Grace, 
may end in your eternal Ruin and Damnation. 

But if you are willing now ſpeedily to enter vpon this 


- Reſolution and Purpoſe, then let me in a few Words far- 


ther direct you by what Means you may render it firm and 
laſting, and be beſt enabled to perform the ſame. | 

I. And firſt, 1 would adviſe you to take the next Op- 
portunity to confirm this holy Reſolution, at the Table 
of the Lord. There ſolemnly renew your Baptiſmal 
Vow. Dedicate and give up yourſelf to God the Father, 
Son and Holy Ghoſt ; renouncing the Devil, the World 
and the Fleſh,” and all thoſe wicked Ways they would 
draw you to, more eſpecially thoſe Sins which you have 
been formerly moſt guilty of, Henceforth let the Lord 
Jeſus, that bought you with his Blood, be taken for your 
only Lord and Matter, to govern you by his Spirit, and 
by his Laws, as ever you deſire or hope to be ſaved by 
his Death and Reſurrection. And uſe frequently to think 
of this ſolemn Engagement, after you have made it: 
That it may have due Force upon you, when you are 
tempted to revolt to any wicked Practice. Often repeat 
the ſame betwixt God and your own Soul: And eſpe- 
cially renew it by frequent Attendance on the Holy Com- 


munion, there ſeek for Grace and Strength from God 


to walk in his holy Ways ſtedfaſtly and conſtantly. 


II. But that brings me to a ſecond Direction. That 


you ſhould not reſolve upon all this in a Confidence of 
your own Strength, but in a moſt humble Dependence 


"on the Grace of God, which he is ever willing to be. 


ſow on ſuch as ſeek it earneſtly in the Way He has ap- 
pointed, by a due Attendance on the Means of Grace, 
the Word, Prayer, and Sacraments. Wherefore, as you 
have Opportunity, attend carefully to. the reading and 
hearing of his Word, and hide it in your Heart, that you 


may not fin again Him, And be very much in Prayer 


do 
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to God for his Holy Spirit, to be given' you through his 
Son Jeſus, who. will powerfully intercede for you, and 
make good- his Promiſes to humble and devout Suppli- 
cants, Luke xi. 13. John xvi. 23, 24+ Whenever you 
are in Danger, and are aſſaulted by any Temptation to 
Sin, or are-backward to what is good, then eſpecially 
pray fervently for quickening and ſtrengthening Grace, 
and your Prayers ſhall not be in vain. 

III. To your Prayers add conſtant Watchfulneſs over 
yourſelves at all Times, and in all Places and Compa- 
nies. Watch over your Thoughts themſelves, and over 
your Words and Actions, Satan is ever watching to de- 
ceive us, and there are many Snares and Dangers in all 
our Ways, and we have corrupt Natures, and treacher- 
ous Hearts, and therefor: had need to be very watchful, 
to avoid all Occaſions of Sin, as much as poſlible, and 
to ſupprels the very firſt Beginnings. Think beforchand 
what Temptations you are like to meet with, and fortify 
yourſelf againſt what you cannot ſhun. Do not wilfully 
run into Danger; eſpecially beware of bad Company, 
by which many are drawn back to their former Looſeneſs. 
Be not led away by their Counſel or Example, nor be 
diſcouraged by their Jeers and Cenſures. Uſe often to 
look back upon your Actions, and if you have been 
drawn into any wiltul Sin, do not make a light Matter 
of it, nor yet deſpair of Pardon, if you be truly penitent. 
| Wherefore ſpeedily and earneitly betake yourſelf to God 
by true Repentance, begging Mercy for Chriſt's Sake, 
and more Grace to ſtrengthen and aſſiſt you. Renew 
your Purpoſes for Amendment of Life, and ſet your Watch 

more {triftly for the future. : 
IV. To quicken and engage you to this Watchfulneſs, 
remember that Almighty God is ever preſent with, and 
obſerves all your Ways, and takes great Delizht in your 
Piety and Holineſs, but is of purer Eyes than to behold 
the leaſt Iniquity with any Pleaſure. Wherefore, always 
walk as in the Preſence of this Holy God, whether you 

one or in Company, 

* Think often 8 1 you ſtand to another World, 
and what an Account you muſt give to God, of all your 
Deeds done in the Body: and ſo live now, as will de 
| mo. 
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The Chriſtian Monitor. 51 
moſt for your Comfort at Death and judgment. When 
the Profits and Pleaſures of Sin entice you, compare them 
with the eternal Joys which they will deprive you of, 
and with the eternal Torments they lead to Think 
whether ever any Man, by ſinning againſt God, did 
gain ſomewhat that is better than Heaven, or that 1s 
worth going to Hell for. Let Eternity be very much 
in your Thoughts, and the fading Vanities of this World 
will have little Eſteem with you. Often ponder theſe 
weighty Words of our bleſſed Saviour, What will it 
profit a Man to gain the whole World, and loſe his own 
Seu? Or what ſhall a Man give in Exchange for lis cult? 
Mark viii. 36. iii. 7. 

» Laltly, Inſtead of more Directions, let me adviſe you 
to acquaint yourſelf with your Miniſter, and conſult him 
in the great Concernment of your Soul, as Men are 
wont to do the Lawyer and Phylician in Matters that 
concern their Bodies and Eſtates. Do not think it enough 
to hear his Sermon in public, but take Adviee from him 
in private, and open to him the State and Caſe of your 
Soul, ſo far as may enable him ꝛ0 give ſuch Directions 
as are moſt proper for your Condition. This eſpgcially 
you ought to do, when you firſt make Entrance upon 
an holy Life, and do firſt addreſs yourſelves to the Holy 
Communion ; or when you are under any great Doubts 
and Trouble of Mind, and are vexed with fore Temp- 
tations either of one fort or other; or when you are ſet 
upon by ſuch as'would draw you away from your Church, 
either to Popery, or to any other Se& amongſt us; then 
preſently betake yourſelf to your Miniſter : Ard in theſe 
or the like Caſes take Direction from him, and be ſure - 
to follow his wholeſome Counſel, and defire his Prayers 
to God for you. 1 know in large Pariſhes, Miniſters 
are not able to- have a particular Knowledge of every 


Perſon; but yet all that know the Worth of Souls, and 


the Price that was paid for them, will be ready to give 
Attendance to the meaneſt of their People, that ſhall ap- 
ply themſelves to them for Advice and Comfort, and - 
will be glad of all Opportunities to promote the Honour 


and Intereſt of their Saviour, and the Good of precious 
Souls committed to their Care. 


'2 | dis And 
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And thus have I, as plainly and as fully as I well could 
in ſo little room, directed you in that holy Way which 
leads to eternal Glory; and have*ſhewn you what great 
Reaſon you have to walk in that Way, and to continue 
therein to the End. As to thoſe who deſire larger Di- 
rections, next to the holy Scriptures (which I beſeech you 
to read frequently with Humility and Seriouſneſs, eſpeci- 
ally the New Teſtament) next to them I ſhall refer you 
only tg that pious and moſt uſeful Book, The Whole Duty 
of Man. And I heartily wiſh that every poor Family 
in the Kingdom was furniſhed with one of thoſe Books, 
together with the Bible and Common-Prayer Book, 
which might all be purchaſed for leſs than five Shil- 
lings: And therefore it is great Pity they ſhould be 
any where wanting. Though, alas! I know there are 
many Families of poor People, where none of them can 
read, and ſo Books to them are uſeleſs. Great Charity 
therefore it would be for rich Landlords and Gentlemen 
to ſee that the Children of their poor Tenants and Neigh- 
bours be put out to School; and then to beſtow, at leaſt, 
Bibles upon them, that the Knowledge of God and Re- 
ligion may be promoted amongſt them; which would 
greatly make for the Good and Welfare both of Church 
and State. For though brain-ſick Opinions, and falſe 
Principles, may make Men proud and headſtrong, and 
troubleſome to their Governors ; yet, ſolid Knowledge, 
and fincere Godlineſs, will make Men humble and meck, 
quiet and peaceable, obedient to Magiſtrates and Miniſ- 
ters, full of Charity to their- Neighbours, and ready to 
every good Work. And I am ſure an Encreaſe of this 
truly religious Temper would be one of the greateſt Bleſ- 
ſings that can be beſtowed upon this Earth, and would 
ſettle Kingdoms, Towns and Families, in Peace and 
Concord, which almoſt every where are divided amongſt 
themſelves, as well as againſt one another. And by 
ſuch bleſſed Effects of true Religion, ſomething of Hea- 
ven would be brought down upon Earth, and our Sovls 
would be well fitted for Heaven, when we are called 
off from this Earth into thoſe happy Regions above, 
where there is nothing elſe but Peace and Holineſs, and 
Love and Joy. And may it pleaſe God to bleGG _ 
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plain and ſhort Inſtructions for the enlightening any Mind 
with that / iſaum from above, which is thus pure and peaca- 
able, then ſhall I obtain my Deſign, and have great Cauſe 
to be thankful. And that the Reader may join with me in 
theſe Wiſhes, I have annexed hereto a Prayer for Grace to 


lead an holy Life, And if he will but add diligent Endea- 


vours to frequent and fervent Prayers, neither his Labour 
nor mine will be in vain, through the Grace and a yas. of 
Almighty God, from whom comes every good and perfect 


Gift; to whom be given all Honour and Glory, both 
now and for ever. 


— 


* 


A Grace before Meat. 


O Lord, we beſeech thee forgive us all our Sins, and 
bleſs us and theſe thy good Creatures for our Uſe: 
And help us to love and ſerve thee, the Giver of all Good, 


for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. Amen. 


A Grace after Meat. 


O Lord, make us truly thankful for theſe and all 


other thy Mercies ; and as we are maintained by 
thy Bounty, help us to live to thy Honour and Glory, for 
Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. Amen. 


A Prayer on coming into Church, 


and grant that our coming together at this 'Time 


may be for the better, and not for the worſe, for Jeſus. 


Chriſt his Sake. Amen. | 


After Sermon. 


Rant, I beſeech thee, Almighty God, that the 


Words -which I have heard this Day with my 
outward Ears may through thy Grace be ſo grafted in- 
wardly in my Heart, that they may bring forth in me 
the Fruit of good Living, to the Honour and Praiſe: of 
thy Name, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 

F. 


Revent us, O Lord, in all our Doings with thy Grace, 


4 Prayer 


| 


iw order to the leading an holy Life. 


A PRAYER for the Aſiſtance of God's Grace, 


Note, This Prayer may be likewiſe uſed in the Family 
Morning and Evening, adding we injlead of I, 


our n/tead of my, and us inſtead of me. 


O Moſt holy and ever - bleſſed Lord God, I do 
humbly caſt down myſelf before thee, acknow- 
- Tedging and lamenting my own Sinfulneſs, and earneſtly 

begging thy Grace and Mercy, throngh the Lord. Jeſus, 


our only Mediator and Advocate. 


I confeſs, O God, 


I am a vile Sinner, polluted from the very Womb; but 
fince I came to the Uſe of my Reaſon, I have defiled 
myſelf with many wilful and heinous Tranſgreſſions, 
I have ſadly neglected thy Service, and diſhonoured thy 
Name, and have been greatly wanting in thoſe Duties 
which I owe to thee my God, to my Neighbour, and to 
my own Soul ; and have not lived in ſuch a godly, 
righteous, Charitable and ſober Manner, as I ought to 
have done ; but have often ated contrary to my own 
Reaſon and Conſcience, and to the plain Precepts of thy 
Word, and contrary to my dwn Promiſes and Vows for 


better Obedience. O Lord, 


give me a clear Sight of 


my Sins, and ſcch a deep Senſe of the Evil of my Ways, 
that my Heart may be truly humbled, and broken in 
the Remembrance thereof, And for the Lord Jeſus's 
Sake, who died for Sinners, be merciful to me, O Fa- 
ther of Mercies, pardon all my Iniquities, and let them 
not be remembered againſt me to my Condemnat.on, 
either in this World, or that to come. Nor is it only Par- 
don that I beg, but moſt earneſtly I beſeech thee by 
. © thy Holy Spirit, to ſanctif) me both in Body and Soul, 

. - that being made pure and holy in Heart and Life, I 
may, ſerve thee diligently all my Days on Earth, and to 


may enjoy thee for ever in Heaven. 


I am fully con- 


vinced, that it is both my Duty and Happineſs to fear 
and ſerve thee the great and glorious God, who haſt made 
me and redeemed me, and hitherto graciouſly preſerved 
me: I acknowledge thy Service to be perfect Freedom, 


and all thy Laws to be Holy, Juſt, and Good. 


Where- 


fore 1 deſire utterly to renounce and forſake 1 
. 2 1 " * ay, 
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Way, and moſt entirely devote myſelf to ſerve and pleaſe 
thee in Newneſs of Life. But thou, O Lord, knoweſt 
the Weakneſs and Corruption of my Nature, and that 


by evil Cuſtoms I have made myſe!f more prone to Sin, 


more backward to that which is Good. O do thou 
thoroughly change my Nature by thy Grace, that I may 
hate and abhor all Wickedneſs, and take Delight in the 
Ways of Piety and Holineſs. Let no unmortified Luft 
remain in my Soul, but do thou pufify and cleanſe me 
from. Pride and Covetouſneſs, from Envy and Malice, 
and from all impure and ſenſual Affections and Deſires, 
and enrich me with all the Graces of thy Holy Spirit. 
Give me ſuch a clear Knowledge of thy infinite Good- 


neſs, and of all thy glorious Perfections, that I may 


ever humbly admire ana adore thee, and love thee with 


all my Heart and Soul, and cleave to thee as my only 
Portion, preferring thy Favour before all the Enjoyments. 


of this World. Help me always firmly to truſt in thee, 
and freely to leave all my Affairs to thy wiſe and gracious 
Providence, abſolutely reſigning my Will to thy holy 
Will in all Things. Make me truly thankful for 
all thy Mercies, and patient under Afflictions. By 


thy teaching, let me learn to be content in all Eſtates. 
and Conditions. And, good God, ſuffer me not in the 


greateſt Difliculties and Dangers to diſtruſt thy Mercies, 
or take any unlawful Courſe for my Relief. . I beg from 


thee my daily Bread, and beſeech thee to give me a 
Heart well ſatisfied with what thou ſeeſt moſt convenient 
for me. Give me ſuch a Spirit of Piety and Devotion, 


that I may take great Delight in thy Worſhip and Ser- 
vice, both in public and private. Fill me with ſuch a 


Love to my bleſſed Saviour, and with ſuch Thankfulneſs 
for his Love in dying for Sinners, that I may go with 
more Delight to the holy Communion, for the good of 
my Soul, than to the richeſt Feaſt that is made for my 


Body. 


Men, dealing with them fo juſtly and truly, as I my» 
| | ao 
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Help me, O God, to ſhew my Love to thy bleſſed . 
Self, by true Love and Charity to my Neighbours : : 
Make me tractable and &cdient to my Governors, both 
in Church and State, peaceable and gentle towards' all . 


ſel£f 
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' ſelf defire to be dealt with. Make me tender and com- 


„and ready to do all the Good I can to others; 

Ein t Grace Sable me freely to forgive thoſe that 
do Evil to me, as I myſelf hope for Mercy and Forgive- 
neſs from thee my God. And veep me always to live 
ſoberly and temperately, purely and chaſtely, in Heart 
and Life; and with great Meekneſ: and Humility, in 
the Senſe of my own Unworthineſs and manifold Imper- 
3 Grant that my Heart may be filled with ear- 
neſt Longings and Defires after thoſe Graces, which now 
with my Lips I pray for; and help me to ſhew my Sin- 
Rant Endeavours, daily to grow in all Grace 

and Goodneſs, and to perfect Holineſs in thy Fear. 
Make me watchful over myſelf in all my Ways, that l 
may carefully avoid all Occaſions of Sin, and may check 
the firſt Motions thereto in my own Heart, Keep me 
always deeply ſenſible of thy Preſence, that I may walk 
hvmbly with thee, my God, and approve myſelt to thee 
in well-doing. Wean my. Heart from all Things here 
below, and prepare me for my Departure hence Info. 
better World, Help me always to live in ſuch a reſi- 
giovs and holy mauner, as will be moſt ſor my Comfort 
at Death and Judgment. Etrengthen my Belief of the 


precious Promiſes, and dreadful Threatenings of the 


And let this Belief rule and govern me in m 
— odio. O that 1 may never be guilty of 10 
much Folly and Madneſs, as to loſe the eternal and un- 
ſpeakable Joys of Heaven, and throw myſelf into the 
eternal Torments of Hell, for any of the Profits or Plea- 
ſures of Sin, that are but for a Moment. Do thou, O 
Lord, by thy Holy Spirit, ever keep upon my Mind 
ſuch a freſh and lively Senſe of the Reafonableneſ(s of 
Religion, and of the Miſchief and Folly of all Sin and 
Wickednefs, that .no Temptations of Satan, no Allure- 
ments of the World, or the Fleſh, may hinder me from 
my Duty, nor draw me into any known Sin; but do thou 
ever ſtrengthen and aſſiſt me by thy Grace, and guide me 
by thy Counſel, till thou ſhalt bring me to thyſelf in 
Glory, Ws 
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* viſions, continue our Mercies, and make us truly thank- 


under him; and grant to%us and all his Subjects, Grace 


Honeſty: Bleſs the Miniſters of thy holy Word and Sa- 


flicted, Whether in Mind or Body, and preſerve thoſe 


all, I praiſe thee for thine ineſtimable Love in the Re- 


— — creed 


A PRAYER. 87 


Neither do I pray for myſelf alone, but for all Man- 
kind, beſeeching thee to ſend the Light of thy Goſ- 
pel into all the dark Corners of the Earth; and grant 
that they who do enjov it may walk in all holy Obedi- 
ence thereto, Be merciful to theſe Kingdoms, pardon 
our Sins, and reform us from them. Heal all our Di- 


ful for them. Bleſs his Majeſty King Geoxce, and all 
the Royal Family, and all thoſe that are in Authority 


to lead quiet and peaceable Lives in all Godlineſs and 


craments, and make them very diligent and very ſuc- 
ceſsful in their Endeavours : Help vs to bring ſuch Fruit 
from the Bleſſings we enjoy, that thy Goſpel, and the 
Ordinances thereof, may be continued to us, and to the 
Generations after us. Shew Mercy to all who are af- 


that travel on their lawful Occaſions, by Land or 
Sea. Bleſs all my Friends and Relations, particularly 
all that belong to this Family ; and help us all to live 
in Fear and Love of thee our God, and in Peace and 
Charity one with another. Let thy Bleſſing and good 
Preſence be with me thy unworthy Servant, now and at 
all Times, at my down-lying and at my up riſing, at my 
going out and coming in, be thou my God and my 
Guide, even to the Death, and my eternal Portion when 
Time ſhall be no more. 

And accept, O God, of my unfeigned Deſire to bleſs 
and praiſe thy glorious Name, for all thy Mercies and 
Favours to myſelf, and to all Men : I bleſs thee for my 
Reaſon and Senſes, my Health and Strength, Food and 
Raiment, and all the Comforts of this Lite : But above 


demption of the World by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for all 
the Means of Grace, and for the Hope of Glory. And 
] beſeech thee give me that due Senſe of all thy Mer- 
cies, that my Heart may be unteignedly thankful, that 
I may ſhew forth thy Praiſe, not only with my Lips, but 
in my 'Life, by giving up myſelf to thy Service, and 
by walking before thee in Holineſs and a 
3 


— 
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all the Days of my Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 


in whoſe moſt holy Name and Words I continue to pray 
as He hath taught us in his Goſpel ; ſaying, 


UR Father which art in Heaven ; Hallowed be 

thy Name: Thy Kingdom come ; thy Will be 

done on Earth as it is in Heaven: Give us this Day our 

daily Bread; and forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive 

them that treſpaſs againſt us; and lead us not into Temp- 

tation, but — us from Evil: For thine is the King- 
dom, and the Power, and the Glory, for ever and ever. 

The Grace of our Lord jeſus Chriſt, the Love of God, 


and the Fellowſhip of the Ghoſt, be with me now 
and evermore. Amen. er S D ; 
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A ſhewing the Ungodly their Contempt of Chriſt in 
their Contempt of the Sacramental Covenant. The 
© Eighth Edition. 
oetic Miſcellanies : or, Poems upon ſeveral Oc- 
caſions. Price 15. 64. 

VN. B. The above two Books were wrote by John 

Rawlet, Author of the Chriſtian Monitor. 

The Devout Chriſtian inſtructed; being a Book of 
Devotions for Families and for particular Perſons. By 
Simon Patrick, D. D. 

Choice Emblems, Divine and Moral, Antient and 
Modern, 'or Delights for the Ingenious, in above Fifty 
ſele& Emblems, curioufly engraved on Copper-Plates, 
With Fifty pleaſant Poems and Lots by way of Lottery, 
for illuſtrating each Emblem, to promote Inſtruction and 

good Counſei by diverting Recreation. To which is 
added, Majeſty in Miſery ; or, An Imploration to the 
King of Kings, a Poem, written by King Charles I. 
. during his Captivity in Cari/&rook Caſtle in the % 2 

Wight, The Sixth Edition, Price 2:5, | 

Nr BOOKS 


 weride! 
Openi! 
London 


3. P 
ceſſity 


4. 1 
cation 
ing the 
cerning 

T 


The 
forth ir 
of it is 

Mor. 
rom th 
the imp 

The 
up his © 
whole Y 
D. D. 


£3 2% oe dh. dtd 


BOOKS recommended to charitably diſpoſed - 


Perſons to give away, Price 3d. each ſtitched, 
or 208. per Hundred. 


A Sermon concerning the Excellency and Uſefulneſs, 
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ceſlity of Practiſing that great Chriſtian Virtue, 

4. The Charge of Schiſm continued; being a Juſtifi. 
cation of the Author of Chri/ftian Bl:fſeaneſs for his charg- 
ing the Separatiſt with Schiſm; with a Poſtſeript con- 
cerning Moderation. The Scventh Edition. 


Theſe four by the late Reverend and Learned Mr. 
2 J. Norris. b 


The Happineſs and Pleaſure of a Religious Life, ſet 
forth in two Diſcourſes: Wherein, I. The Importance 
of it is conſidered, from the happy Concluſion of it, by 
5 Norris, M. A. II. The continual Pleaſure ariſing 
rom the Practice of it; with a devout Prayer ſuitable to 
the important Subject, By R. Warren, D. D. | 


The Greatneſs of God's Love to Mankind, in giving 
up his only-begotten Son a Sacrifice for the Sins of the 
4 855 World, conſidered and explained. By Jobn Scart, 
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BOOKS recommended to charitably diſpoſed 
Per ſons to give away, Price 6d. each bound, 
or gs. a Dozen. 


| A Companion to the Altar ; ſhewing the Nature and 


Neceſſity of a Sacramental Preparation, in order 
to our worthy receiving the Holy Communion. Wherein 


| thoſe Fears and Scruples about Eating and Drinking 


unworthily, and of incurring our Damnation thereby, are 
proved groundleſs and unwarrgntable. Unto which are 
added, Prayers and Meditations preparative to a Sacra- 
mental Preparation, according to what the Church of 
England requires from her Communicants. 
Price ſtitched Ad. or 258. 4 Hundred; and is alſo printed 
of all Sizes to bind with all Sorts of Common Prayers. 
*The Daily Companion, with Chriſtian Supports under 


the Troubles of this World, to comfort and ſuccour all 


thoſe who in this tranſitory Life are in Trouble, Sorrow, 
Need, Sickneſs, or any other Adverſity. Unto which 
are added Prayers and Meditations ſuitable for all Perſons 
afflicted in Mind, Body, or Eſtate. The 12th Edition. 

The Devout Soul's daily Exerciſe, in Prayers, Con- 
templations, and Praiſes ; containing Devotions for Morn- 
ing, Nocn and Night, for every Day in the Week, With 
Prayers and Thankſgivings for Perſons of all Conditions, 
and upon all Occaſions. By R. Parker, D. D. 

The Daily Self-Examinant : or, An earneſt Perſuaſive 
to the Duty of Daily Self- Examination. With devout 
Prayers, Meditations, Directions and Ejaculations for 42 
boly Life and happy Death. The Ninth Edition. 

Spiritual Counſel; or, The Father's Advice to his 


Children. The Sixteenth Edition. By the Rev. Mr. 


J. Norris, M. A. late of Bemerton, near Sarum. | 

An effectual Remedy. againſt the Fear of Death. By 
J. Norris, M. A. late of Bemerton, near Sarum. 

The London New Method and Art of Teaching 
Children to Spell and Read diſtinctly and perfectly; 
containing all the Rules of 2 with Examples, and 
eaſy Portions of Scripture, Rules for the Behaviour of 
Children, ſeveral entertaining Fables and ſhort Hymns 
for Children; with every Thing that is neceſſary for 4 
Child to learn, before they read in the Bible, 
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